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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson and Members of the Committee of the
Whole. My name is Robert McKeon. I am the Deputy Associate General
Counsel in the Office of the Chief Financial Officer’s (“OCFO”) Office of
Tax and Revenue (“OTR”). I am pleased to testify for the OCFO on Bill 26-
476, the “Disabled Veterans Complete Property Tax Exemption Amendment

Act of 2025” (the “Bill”).

The Bill would provide for a 100% real property tax exemption for a home
owned by a veteran who is wholly disabled as a result of service in the armed
forces. The benefit will apply to that home when subsequently owned by a
surviving spouse. Additionally, the benefit will apply in the instance where
the home is owned by a veteran who died in the line of duty, or was shortly
thereafter acquired by the surviving spouse who was domiciled in the District,
or the veteran was so domiciled as of the date of the veteran’s death. The

income threshold applicable to senior and disabled tax relief is removed.

Suggested language to clarify the complete veteran’s exemption legislation is

attached to my testimony.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. This concludes my testimony and I

am happy to answer any questions you have at this time.



ADDENDUM TO TESTIMONY OF ROBERT McKEON ON BILL 25-476

SUGGESTED LANGUAGE FOR THE COMPLETE VETERAN’S
EXEMPTION.

Sec. 2. Section 47-850 of the District of Columbia Code is amended to read as follows:
(a) Section (a-2) is amended as follows:
(1) Paragraph (1) is amended to read as follows:

“(1) For purposes of levying the real property tax during a tax year,
the Mayor shall exempt from property tax the real property that qualifies
for the homestead deduction and is owned by a veteran; provided that the:

“(A) Veteran has been classified by the United States
Department of Veterans Affairs as having a total and permanent disability
as a result of a service-incurred condition or service-aggravated condition
or is paid at the 100% disability rating level as a result of unemployability;
and

“(B) Veteran's household is an eligible household as
defined in § 47- 863(a)(1A)(A); except, that § 47-863(a)(1A)(A)(iii) shall
not apply.”.

(2) Paragraph (4) is amended to read as follows:

“(4) The surviving spouse of a disabled veteran (who was
otherwise eligible for the property tax exemption set forth in this subsection) shall be
eligible for the property tax exemption set forth in this subsection after the death of the
veteran for the real property that qualifies as a homestead that was formerly owned by the
disabled veteran, if the:

“(A) real property previously received an exemption
under this subsection; and

“(B) Surviving spouse owns and resides in the real
property.”.

(3) A new paragraph (5) is added to read as follows:



“(5) The surviving spouse of a veteran who died in the line of duty
shall qualify for the exemption set forth in this subsection, if the real
property that qualifies as a homestead was:

“(A) Acquired by the surviving spouse within 2 years of the veteran’s
death, and the surviving spouse was domiciled in the District as of the date
of the veteran’s death; and

“(B) The veteran was domiciled in the District at the time
of their death.”.
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