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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson and Members of the Committee of the
Whole. My name is Bazil Facchina. I am an Assistant General Counsel in the
Office of the Chief Financial Officer (“OCFO”). I am pleased to testify for
the OCFO on Bill 26-564, the “Food & Friends Property Tax Exemption

Amendment Act of 2026 (the “Bill”).

In general, the Bill would add a specific real property tax exemption to the
District of Columbia Code for the real property of Food & Friends, Inc.
located at 219 Riggs Road, NE, known for tax and assessment purposes as Lot
0005, Square 3766 (the “Property”). The Bill conditions the exemption on
ownership of the Property by Food & Friends, Inc. and use of the Property by
Food & Friends, Inc., or any lessee of the Property, to provide charitable food
distribution, or related services. The Bill further provides an exemption for

100% of the land of the Property.

Background information concerning this property and its real property tax
exemption is as follows. The property was previously granted a partial
administrative exemption under a provision of the D.C. Code which
conditioned exemption on the use of the property for purposes of public
charity with principal impact in the District. Three percent of the land was

kept in a taxable status due to commercial use. In 2025, Food & Friends, Inc.



requested that the Office of Tax and Revenue (“OTR”) grant a full exemption
for the property because the commercial use terminated. In accordance with
standard practice followed in processing requests for exemption under the
public charity provision, OTR requested information concerning the portion
of the organization’s clients that were District residents. The information
provided showed that less than half of its clients were District residents, and
so the property did not meet the requirement established by both the
exemption statute and case law that an organization must primarily benefit

District residents to qualify for an exemption.

Emergency and temporary legislation to maintain the partial real property tax
exemption of the Property has been enacted, but this legislation expires after
a set period, at which point the Property will be subject to removal of the
exemption unless it demonstrates that the applicable administrative exemption

requirements are satisfied.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. This concludes my testimony and I

am happy to answer any questions you have at this time.
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