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Good morning, Chairman Mendelson and Members of the Committee of the 

Whole. My name is Bazil Facchina.  I am an Assistant General Counsel in the 

Office of the Chief Financial Officer (“OCFO”).  I am pleased to testify for 

the OCFO on Bill 26-686, the “Alpha Omega Social Action and Scholarship 

Foundation Real Property Tax Exemption Act of 2026” (the “Bill”). 

In general, the Bill would add a specific real property tax exemption to the 

District of Columbia Code for the real property of Alpha Omega Social Action 

and Scholarship Foundation (the “Foundation”) located at 1231 Harvard 

Street, NW, known for tax and assessment purposes as Lot 813, Square 2853 

(the “Property”).  The Bill conditions the exemption on ownership of the 

Property by the Foundation and use for its charitable and educational 

purposes, and that the Property not be used for commercial purposes.   

By way of background, the Property has not previously qualified for an 

exemption from real property tax.  Indeed, an application filed by the 

Foundation was denied by the Office of Tax and Revenue (“OTR”)  for failure 

to satisfy the applicable exemption requirements.  The Foundation appealed 

the denial to the Superior Court, and, after a trial on the merits, the Superior 

Court sustained the denial of exemption.  Alpha Omega Social Action and 

Scholarship Foundation v. District of Columbia, Case No. 2022 CVT 000026 
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(June 25, 2025).  The evidence presented at the trial indicated that the 

Property’s character was that of a fraternity house or private club.  The 

Property accordingly does not qualify for a property tax exemption of the type 

administered by OTR.  As a result,  this Property can only be exempted by 

specific legislation.   

The Bill also forgives all real property taxes, interest, penalties, fees, and other 

related charges assessed against the Property for the period between October 

1, 2018 and September 30, 2026 and directs that any payments of real property 

taxes, interest, penalties, fees, or other related charges made prior to the 

effective date of this act shall be refunded to the person who made the 

payments no later than 45 days after the effective date of enactment.   

It should be noted that the forgiveness provision covers periods before the 

Foundation became the owner of the Property, as shown by the deed of title 

recorded October 27, 2020.  Furthermore, the Bill does not address the 

outstanding recordation tax liability with respect to this deed. 

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.  This concludes my testimony and I 

am happy to answer any questions you have at this time. 
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