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I am Kimberly Williams, Deputy Chief Financial Officer and Controller for the Office of 

Financial Systems and Operations of the Office of the Chief Financial Officer (“OCFO”). Thank 

you for the opportunity to provide comments on behalf of the OCFO on Bill 26-58, the 

“Recycling Refund and Litter Reduction Amendment Act of 2025,” (“Bill”).  

 

Section 142 of the Bill requires each beverage container stewardship organization to “[e]stablish 

a trust fund or an escrow account in the District into which a beverage container stewardship 

organization shall deposit all unexpended funds for use in accordance with this section in the 

event that the beverage container stewardship organization dissolves or has its approval as a 

system operator revoked by the Department of Energy and the Environment (“DOEE”) under 

Section 141 of this subtitle.”  

 

1. Establishing a trust fund or escrow account costs a significant amount of money to set up 

and is very hard to disband. In addition, it is unclear how the money in the trust fund or 

escrow account will be returned to the District if a beverage container stewardship 

organization dissolves or has its approval revoked by DOEE.  

2. Funds held in a trust fund or escrow account may also remain idle for extended periods of 

time. This results in inefficient use of public resources and reduced investment earnings 

because such funds will be excluded from the District’s pooled cash system. 

3. Establishing a trust fund or escrow account may not be needed as Section 151 of the Bill, 

“Establishment of the District Recycling Fund, “already functions as a legally restricted 

special revenue fund through which all revenues and expenditures will be segregated, 

tracked, and reported in compliance with District financial management requirements. 
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If the intent is simply to reserve funds for use by DOEE, a standard checking account at a bank 

operating in the District of Columbia would be a more practical and cost-effective alternative to 

a formal trust fund or escrow account arrangement. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Bill. Please contact me at 

kimberly.williams@dc.gov if you have any questions. 


