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Office of Neighborhood Safety and
Engagement
https://onse.dc.gov/
Telephone: 202-807-0440

The mission of the Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement is
to foster a community-oriented model of violence prevention and
public safety that is rooted in a public health approach, recognizing
that reducing crime is not accomplished solely through law
enforcement.

Summary of Services
The Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement was created in June 2016 to coordinate and oversee the
Community Stabilization Program and the Safer, Stronger DC Community Partnerships Programs.

The agency’s FY 2019 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement operates through the following 2 programs:

Neighborhood Safety and Engagement – coordinates the District’s overall violence prevention strategy and
programs, with a focus on utilizing public health approaches to respond to and prevent violence; identifies,
recruits, and engages individuals determined to be at high risk of participating in, or being a victim of, violent
crime; collaborates with other District agencies and nonprofit organizations to provide immediate
wrap-around services to victims and families affected by violent crime; identifies priority neighborhoods and
Metropolitan Police Department Police Service Areas (“PSAs”) with high trends of violent crime, and
connects residents in those neighborhoods and PSAs to services through a streamlined approach; develops
positive relationships with youth and young adults using recreational and other positive behavior
reinforcement activities; and coordinates with District agencies and community-based organizations to
develop programs that focus on employment and job training opportunities for individuals residing in priority
neighborhoods or PSAs or who are most at risk of participating in, or being a victim of, violent crime,
including through the use of financial incentives for participation.
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This program contains the following 3 activities:

• Safer, Stronger DC – executes a comprehensive public safety agenda designed to combat violent crime
in the District and make the city safer and stronger;

• Community Stabilization – collaborates with Deputy Mayor for Health and Human Services and
public safety and justice Daily Service agencies to provide immediate wrap-around services to victims
and families affected by homicide and violent crime; and

• Roving Leaders– works on a city-wide strategy to curtail violent behaviors in young adults by building
lasting relationships and providing place-based services and support in communities most impacted by
violence. Collaborates with intervention specialists, community partners, and sister government agencies
to provide pro-social alternatives to antisocial behaviors.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The Office of Neighborhood Safety and Engagement has no program structure changes in the FY 2019
proposed budget.
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FY 2019 Proposed Budget Changes
The Office of the Neighborhood Safety and Engagement’s (ONSE) proposed FY 2019 gross budget is
$5,431,411, which represents a 155.1 percent increase over its FY 2018 approved gross budget of $2,129,416.
The budget is comprised entirely of Local funds.

Recurring Budget
The FY 2019 budget for ONSE includes a reduction of $750,000 to account for the removal of one-time
funding appropriated in FY 2018 for the establishment of the Safe Way Home grant for youth violence
prevention.

Mayor's Proposed Budget
Cost-of-Living Adjustment: ONSE's budget proposal includes a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) of
$36,923 in Local funds.

Agency Request – Increase: ONSE's FY 2019 Local funds budget proposal includes an increase of $176,889
and 2.0 FTEs in the Neighborhood Safety and Engagement program to support outreach and community
intervention efforts in the community. Additionally, ONSE's proposed Local budget includes a net increase of
$54,636, which also includes a reduction of 2.0 FTEs in the Agency Management program to reflect
adjustments for projected salary step increases and Fringe Benefit costs.

Mayor’s Policy – Enhance: In Local funds, ONSE's budget proposal includes a one-time increase in
nonpersonal services of $2,075,000 in the Agency Management program. This adjustment includes
$1,500,000 in support for grant-making to organizations that discourage violent criminal activity through
intensive street outreach and violence intervention teams, and $575,000 for the Pathways program, in
collaboration with DYRS Credible Messenger program, including funding to expand the age range of access
to wrap-around services to individuals who are most at-risk in the community. The proposed budget also
includes an increase of $327,000 in multiple nonpersonal services categories in the Agency Management
program to support the operational needs of the agency, such as transportation, office supplies, and training.
Additionally, the budget proposal includes an increase of $52,000 to supplement Roving Leaders' salaries.

Mayor’s Policy – Transfer-In/Enhance: ONSE's proposed budget includes a personal services increase of
$629,547 and 10.0 FTEs in the Neighborhood Safety and Engagement program that were transferred from the
Department of Parks and Recreation to serve as Roving Leaders for community outreach.

District’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: ONSE's proposed budget includes a one-time increase of $700,000 in the Neighborhood Safety and
Engagement program to support grants for organizations that discourage violent criminal activity through
intensive community outreach and violence intervention teams.


