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The mission of the Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration
(ABRA) is to support the public’s health, safety, and welfare
through the control and regulation of the sale and distribution of
alcoholic beverages.

Summary of Services
ABRA conducts licensing, training, adjudication, community outreach, and enforcement efforts to serve
licensees, law enforcement agencies, Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANCs), civic associations,
and the general community so that they understand and adhere to all District laws, regulations, and
ABRA policies and procedures.

The agency’s FY 2018 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) operates through the following 4 programs:

Licensing – issues new and renewal licenses to liquor stores, grocery stores, restaurants, hotels,
nightclubs, and other establishments that manufacture, distribute, sell, or serve alcoholic beverages in the
District of Columbia, and works with Records Management to keep accurate and accessible paper and



data records of all licensing program activities. This program provides customer services directly to the 
general public, the business community, ANCs, and community groups and associations.

Investigations – conducts regulatory and voluntary agreement compliance inspections, underage
compliance checks, and joint investigations as needed with the Metropolitan Police Department, the Fire
and Emergency Medical Services Department, the Office of Tax and Revenue, the Department of
Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, and others; and conducts various inspections associated with licensing
and adjudicatory processes such as final, compliance, placard, special event, and financial audit
investigations. All activities serve to strengthen the awareness of, and compliance with, the appropriate
laws and regulations of the District of Columbia.

Records Management – provides files, documents, and database information to ABRA staff, the
Alcoholic Beverage Control (ABC) Board, and the general public so that they can receive accurate
information and files. The program also provides certification services, responds to and tracks Freedom of
Information Act requests, and responds to subpoena requests.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational 
and programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration has no program structure changes in the FY 2018 
proposed budget.
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FY 2018 Proposed Budget Changes
The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration’s (ABRA) proposed FY 2018 gross budget is
$8,655,315, which represents a 4.7 percent increase over its FY 2017 approved gross budget of
$8,268,024. The budget is comprised of $1,170,000 in Dedicated Taxes and $7,485,315 in Special
Purpose Revenue funds.

Agency Budget Submission
Increase: In Special Purpose Revenue (SPR) funds, the budget proposal reflects a net increase of
$235,630 across multiple programs to support projected personal services costs related to salary, step
increases, and Fringe Benefits adjustments. Other adjustments include an increase of $196,755 to support
annual IT licensing and improvement contracts.

Decrease: In SPR funds, the proposed budget includes a net reduction of $45,093 across multiple
programs to align funding with projected nonpersonal services costs. This adjustment is comprised of:
decreases of $35,575 in Other Services and Charges and $10,000 in Equipment costs, partially-offset by
an increase of $482 in Telecommunications services based on estimates from the Office of the Chief
Technology Officer.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
No Change: The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration’s budget proposal reflects no change
from the agency budget submission to the Mayor’s proposed budget.

District’s Proposed Budget
No Change: The Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration's budget proposal reflects no change
from the Mayor’s proposed budget to the District’s proposed budget.



Agency Performance Plan
Alcoholic Beverage Regulation Administration (ABRA) has the following objectives for FY 2018:

Strategic Objectives





Performance Plan Endnotes
*For more information about the structure and components of FY 2018 draft performance plans, please see the FY 2018 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan,
Volume 1, Appendix E.

**"Create and maintain a highly efficient, transparent and responsive District government" is a new Strategic Objective required for all agencies.

***Key Performance Indicators that are new may not have historical data and may only have FY 2018 targets.


