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Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis
Administration

www.abca.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-442-4423

The mission of the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration
(ABCA) is to support the public’s health, safety, and welfare through
the control and regulation of the sale and distribution of alcoholic
beverages and medical cannabis.

Summary of Services
ABCA conducts licensing, training, adjudication, community outreach, and enforcement efforts to serve
licensees, law enforcement agencies, Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANCs), civic associations, and
the general community so that they understand and adhere to all District laws, regulations, and ABCA
policies and procedures. ABCA also registers qualifying patients who have the right to obtain and use
cannabis for medical purposes when his or her primary physician has provided a written recommendation.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration (ABCA) operates through the following 4 programs:

Licensing Services - Responsible for the issuance of new and renewal of existing liquor licenses to qualified
businesses that sell and serve alcohol in the District. Issues and renews medical cannabis facility licenses in
the District and registers qualifying patients and caregivers to purchase medical cannabis from licensed
dispensaries for medical purposes.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Alcoholic Beverage Licensing - issues new and renewal licenses to liquor stores, grocery stores,
restaurants, hotels, nightclubs, and other establishments that manufactures, distribute, sell, or serve
alcoholic beverages in the District of Columbia, and works with Records Management to keep accurate
and accessible paper and data records of all licensing program activities. This program provides
customer service directly to the general public, the business community, ANC's, and community groups
and associations; and

• Medical Marijuana Licensing - allows all qualifying patients to have the right to obtain and use
cannabis for medical purposes including when his or her primary physician has provided a written
recommendation that bears his or her signature and license number. This recommendation must assert
that the use of cannabis is medically necessary for the patient for the treatment of a qualifying medical
condition or to mitigate the side effects of a qualifying medical treatment.

Regulation and Adjudication - Responsible for conducting investigations and inspections of licensed and
unlicensed alcohol and medical cannabis businesses for compliance with District law. Processes issued fines
and citations. Provides legal and administrative support to the Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Board.
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This program contains the following activity:

• Inspection and Compliance Services – conducts regulatory and voluntary agreement compliance
inspections, underage compliance checks, and joint investigations as needed with the Metropolitan
Police Department, the Fire and Emergency Medical Services Department, the Office of Tax and
Revenue, the Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs, and others; and conducts various
inspections associated with licensing and adjudicatory processes such as final, compliance, placard,
special event, and financial audit investigations. All activities serve to strengthen the awareness of, and
compliance with, the appropriate laws and regulations of the District of Columbia.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Agency Financial Operations - provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Changes
The Alcoholic Beverage and Cannabis Administration has no program structure changes in the FY 2025
proposed budget.

Table LQ0-5
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Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.

Table LQ0-6

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: ABCA's Local funds budget proposal includes an increase of $3,168 in the Licensing Services
program to align the budget with projected personnel services and Fringe Benefits costs.

ABCA's proposed Special Purpose Revenue (SPR) funds budget includes an increase of $1,042,078 to align
resources with projected revenues, primarily to support the agency's new licensing system and vehicle
replacement. In addition, an increase of $830,720 and 4.0 Full-Time Equivalents (FTEs) across multiple
programs will align the budget with projected personnel services and Fringe Benefits costs.

Decrease: ABCA's Local funds budget proposal includes a decrease of $20,457 in the Licensing Services
program to reduce costs related to the Seed to Sale system, to align resources with operational spending goals.

In Dedicated Tax funds, the proposed budget includes a decrease of $1,251,390 in the Regulation and
Adjudication program to align the budget with projected revenues.
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Note: Table LQ0-7 displays the impact of the buyer agencies budgets funding the seller agencies FTEs in the FY 2025 budget,
compared to how FTEs were budgeted in FY 2024.






