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Washington Metropolitan Area
Transit Authority
www.wmata.com
Telephone: 202-637-7000

The mission of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
(WMATA) is to provide the public with a safe, efficient, and
affordable means of travel. This budget reflects only the District of
Columbia government's appropriation to the agency. Funding policy
recommendations and coordination of services are provided under the
direction of the District’s Department of Transportation (Transit
Delivery Division).

Summary of Services
WMATA was created February 20, 1967. It is an interstate compact agency and, by the terms of its enabling
legislation, an agency and instrumentality of the District of Columbia, State of Maryland, and Commonwealth
of Virginia. This compact agency was created by the aforementioned states and the District of Columbia to
plan, finance, construct, and operate a comprehensive public transit system for the Washington metropolitan
area. A Board of Directors, with representatives from each of the three jurisdictions and the federal
government, governs WMATA. The District has two voting members and two non-voting members on
WMATA’s Board. The Project Delivery Administration of the District’s Department of Transportation
(DDOT) oversees the District’s funding of WMATA and recommends policy direction, develops service
initiatives, and monitors service quality. DDOT’s role is inclusive of all transit modes including Metrobus,
Metrorail, and MetroAccess Paratransit service.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Table KE0-2
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Table KE0-3
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Table KE0-4

Program Description
The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) operates through the following program:

WMATA Transportation – is responsible for the operation of Metrorail, Metrobus, and Metro Access to
District of Columbia residents.

This program contains the following 5 activities:

• Debt Service - covers the District's annual share of financing costs for bonds sold by WMATA for the
construction of the original system and for ongoing transit infrastructure and replacement. This payment
is consistent with the Ancillary Bond Repayment Participation Agreement entered between the District
of Columbia, the State of Maryland, the Commonwealth of Virginia, and the United States Secretary of
Transportation;
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• Safety Commission - the Metrorail Safety Commission has safety regulatory and enforcement authority
over the WMATA Metrorail system and acts as the state safety oversight authority for WMATA;

• School Subsidy Kids Ride Free – operates services associated with the School Subsidy program;
• Overnight Bus Service - provides, schedules, and monitors overnight bus services to the District of

Columbia; and
• WMATA Operating Subsidy –funds the District's share of subsidizing the cost to operate WMATA's

core transit services; Metrorail, Metrobus, and Metro Access.

Program Structure Change
The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority has no program structure changes in the FY 2025
proposed budget.

Table KE0-5

Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.
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Table KE0-6

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Annually, the District of Columbia along with specific Maryland and Virginia counties within the Greater
Washington Metropolitan Area, subsidize part of the operating costs of the Metro system. In FY 2025, the
budget for WMATA reallocates funding among appropriated funds to ensure that each program receives its
Local share of funding.

Increase: The Dedicated Taxes funds proposed budget includes an increase of $5,859,959 to align the budget
with the projected revenue.

The Special Purpose Revenue funds budget proposal includes an increase of $2,858,907 to align the
budget with projected revenue from Parking Meter funds.

Decrease: The Local funds budget proposal for WMATA is decreased by $1,000,000 to account for
programmatic cost savings.

Enhance: In Local funds, the proposed budget reflects an increase of $218,056,556 to support the increase in
the District of Colombia's contribution to WMATA's operating costs, which have increased substantially in
recent years.






