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Department of Parks and Recreation
www.dpr.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-673-7647

The mission of the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) is to
provide equal and open access to Gold Standard recreational programs,
services, and facilities – across all 8 Wards.

Summary of Services
DPR provides a wide range of recreational activities to individuals and groups of all ages throughout the
District of Columbia, including aquatics, athletics, fitness, urban camps, therapeutic recreation, environmental
education, and food and nutrition programs.

To offer such diversified activities and services, DPR promotes recreation and leisure at approximately 900
acres of parkland, 70 active recreation and community centers, over 50 aquatic facilities, and several
additional recreational facilities including playgrounds, athletic fields, and play courts.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Division Description
The Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) operates through the following 5 divisions:

Park Projects Planning Design includes Capital Projects Planning Design. Responsible for the
planning, development, and implementation of infrastructure and facility improvements. This includes
constructing, renovating, and managing parks, recreational spaces, trails, and amenities. The goal is to improve
community access to outdoor areas, promote active lifestyles, and preserve natural resources through
sustainable design and inclusive practices.

Recreation Center Operations oversees the operations and maintenance of 70 active facilities across
the District of Columbia, including recreation and community centers, pools, playgrounds, athletic fields and
play courts. These resources are managed and operated to support recreational programs and activities
and to provide open recreational spaces for customers.

Recreation Services Programming – includes overseeing mobile recreation, which brings programs and
events to different neighborhoods, promoting access to recreational opportunities. Additionally, it manages
food and nutrition services to ensure the provision of healthy meals and snacks at facilities and events.
Site-based programming and registration permitting services are also handled, facilitating registration for
programs and events while managing permits for facility usage.

This division contains the following 4 activities:

• Mobile Recreation Programming provides activities directly to communities, increasing access to
recreational opportunities. Staffed with trained professionals and equipped with equipment, these units
organize sports, arts, fitness classes, and games at neighborhood locations, schools, and events. It
promotes physical activity, social interaction, and community engagement in a convenient and inclusive
manner;

•

•

Food Nutrition Services provides activities directly to communities, increasing access to recreational
opportunities. Staffed with trained professionals and provided with equipment, these units organize
sports, arts, fitness classes, and games at neighborhood locations, schools, and events. This activity
promotes physical activities, social interaction, and community engagement in a convenient and
inclusive manner;
Site Based Programming encompasses a variety of tailored activities and services offered at specific
facilities or locations within the community. These programs cater to diverse demographics and
interests, including teens, early childhood, seniors, and individuals with special needs. Activities may
include sports, health and fitness classes, aquatic programs, gardening initiatives, and therapeutic
recreation services. Each program is designed to promote physical activity, social interaction, skill
development, and overall well-being within a supportive and inclusive environment. Site-based
programming plays a vital role in fostering community engagement, enhancing quality of life, and
promoting a healthy lifestyle for residents of all ages and abilities; and

• Registration Permitting Services streamline program registrations and facility permits. Manages
sign-ups for activities and coordinates permits for park spaces and recreational facilities, ensuring
efficient access and utilization for the community.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.
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Agency Financial Operations – provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Division Structure Change
The proposed division structure changes are provided in the Agency Realignment appendix to the proposed
budget, which is located at www.cfo.dc.gov on the Annual Operating Budget and Capital Plan page.
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Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: DPR's proposed Local funds budget includes a net increase of $5,278,628 and reduction of 5.8
Full-Time Equivalent (FTEs) across multiple divisions to align the budget with projected salary, step increase,
and Fringe Benefit costs.

Decrease: The proposed Local budget reflects a net decrease of $748,634 across multiple divisions to realize
programmatic cost savings that are primarily associated with Local grants, supplies and services for
recreational programs. Additionally, the budget proposes a net decrease of $2,323,402 to reflect the removal
of non-recurring ARPA funding.

In Federal Payment funds, the proposed budget reflects a decrease of $409,242 in ARPA - Federal State
funding for the Afternoon Access program.

Enhance: In DPR's Local funds budget, a one-time increase of $1,676,000 across multiple divisions
will support Mobile Recreation Centers and late-night operating hours at the agency. Additionally, the Local
budget proposal includes an increase of $175,631 and 2.0 FTEs across multiple divisions to support operating
impacts for Anacostia Recreation Center at Ketcham, which is set to open in FY 2025.

Reduce: The proposed Local budget reflects a decrease of $174,171 across multiple divisions to align
resources with operational spending goals, primarily in Supplies and Materials costs.
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