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District of Columbia Sentencing
Commission
www.scdc.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-8822

The mission of the District of Columbia Sentencing Commission (the
Commission) is to implement, monitor, and support the District’s
voluntary sentencing guidelines; promote fair and consistent
sentencing policies; increase public understanding of sentencing
policies and practices; and evaluate the effectiveness of the guidelines
system in order to recommend changes based on actual sentencing and
corrections practice and research.

Summary of Services
The Commission advises the District of Columbia on policy matters related to criminal law, sentencing, and
corrections policy. The D.C. Voluntary Sentencing Guidelines were created in 2004 as a pilot program and
became permanent in 2007. The Commission is mandated to monitor and adjust, as needed, the Sentencing
Guidelines to promote sentencing policies that limit unwarranted disparity, increase proportionality, and allow
for adequate judicial discretion. The Sentencing Guidelines provide recommended sentences that enhance
fairness, predictability, and consistency. When utilized, the Sentencing Guidelines help ensure that victims,
the community, and other parties understand why a certain sentence was imposed. As part of its mandate, the
Commission also provides analysis and Guidelines compliance to the government agencies, academic and
research institutions, practitioners, and the public, to help identify sentencing and criminal justice trends.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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6.5

Table FZ0-3
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Table FZ0-4
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Program Description
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission operates through the following 2 programs:

Data Collection, Analysis, and Implementation – undertakes sentencing-related research for the
Commission and the Council; monitors and evaluates sentencing practices and trends in the District; and
provides the sentencing guideline manual, assistance with the application of the guidelines, and training for
criminal justice professional to effectively and efficiently work within a structured sentencing system.

This program contains the following 3 activities:

• Data System–Development Monitoring - monitors compliance with the recommended sentencing
guidelines through GRIDS. Departures from the sentencing guidelines are analyzed to determine if the
guidelines may require modification or revision by the Commission to ensure their effectiveness;

• Sentencing Guidelines - Policy Reports Proposals and Analysis –develops reports and
recommendations for the Commission to improve and modify criminal justice programs focused on
sentencing policy. In addition, revises and proposes recommendations to the D.C. Criminal Code to
ensure clarity and consistency in the District's criminal laws making their application more fair and
efficient; and

• Sentencing Guidelines - Training – provides training to criminal justice professionals focusing on the
calculation of criminal history, proper application of the guidelines, determination of the recommended
guideline sentence, and recent revisions or modification to the sentencing guidelines. The Commission
also monitors both Appellate and Supreme Court sentencing-related decisions and provides training on
the impact of these rulings on the D.C. Sentencing Guidelines.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission has no program structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed
budget.

Table FZ0-5

Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.
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Table FZ0-6

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: The Local funds proposed budget reflects an increase of $17,343 in nonpersonnel services across
multiple programs, primarily in Contractual Services.

Decrease: In Local funds, a decrease of $11,529 was made to properly align the proposed budget with
projected expenditures for salary and Fringe Benefits costs for current personnel across multiple programs.

Enhance: A one-time Local funds increase of $85,000 will be made to the Data Collection, Analysis, and
Implementation program. This adjustment supports the projected increase in operations and maintenance
costs for the Guidelines Reporting Information Data (GRID) system. Additionally, an increase of $12,000 in
the Agency Management program is included to translate the 2024 District of Columbia Voluntary Guidelines
Manual and other Commission materials from English to Spanish.

Reduce: In Local funds, the proposed budget includes a decrease of $7,500 in Contractual Services across
multiple programs to align the budget with projected savings.






