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District of Columbia Sentencing
Commission
www.scdc.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-8822

The mission of the District of Columbia Sentencing Commission (the
Commission) is to implement, monitor, and support the District’s
voluntary sentencing guidelines; promote fair and consistent
sentencing policies; increase public understanding of sentencing
policies and practices; and evaluate the effectiveness of the guidelines
system in order to recommend changes based on actual sentencing and
corrections practice and research.

Summary of Services
The Commission advises the District of Columbia on policy matters related to criminal law, sentencing, and
corrections policy. The Sentencing and Criminal Code Revision Commission Amendment Act of 2007
established permanent voluntary felony sentencing guidelines and requires the Commission to monitor and
make adjustments as needed to promote sentencing policies that limit unwarranted disparity, while allowing
adequate judicial discretion and proportionality. The sentencing guidelines provide recommended sentences
that enhance fairness so that offenders, victims, the community, and all parties will understand the sentence,
and sentences will be both more predictable and consistent. The Commission provides analysis of sentencing
trends and guideline compliance to the public and its representatives to assist in identifying sentencing
patterns for felony convictions.

The agency’s FY 2019 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Table FZ0-2

10.7

Table FZ0-3
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Table FZ0-4

Program Description
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission operates through the following 2 programs:

Data Collection, Analysis, and Implementation – undertakes sentencing-related research for the
Commission and the Council; monitors and evaluates sentencing practices and trends in the District; and
provides the sentencing guideline manual, assistance with the application of the guidelines, and training for
criminal justice professional to effectively and efficiently work within a structured sentencing system.

This program contains the following 5 activities:

• ACS Offense and Offender Sentencing Database – transfers data electronically from the court into the
agency’s database, which includes both historic and real-time sentencing information. Criminal history
information provided by Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency (CSOSA) is integrated into
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the agency database and matched with court sentencing information, enabling offender and
offense-based analysis of the application of the sentencing guidelines and sentencing trends in the
District;

• Sentencing Guidelines Monitoring – monitors compliance with the recommended sentencing
guidelines by using the agency's database. Departures from the sentencing guidelines are examined to
determine if the guidelines may require modification or revision by the Commission to ensure their
effectiveness;

• Policy Reports and Proposals – develops reports and recommendations for the Commission to improve
and modify criminal justice programs focused on sentencing policy. In addition, revises and proposes
recommendations to the D.C. Criminal Code to ensure clarity and consistency in the District’s criminal
laws making their application more fair and efficient;

• Sentencing Guidelines Training – provides training to criminal justice professionals focusing on the
calculation of criminal history, proper application of the guidelines, determination of the recommended
guideline sentence, and recent revisions or modification to the sentencing guidelines. The Commission
also monitors both Appellate and Supreme Court sentencing-related decisions and provides training on
the impact of these rulings on the D.C. Sentencing Guidelines; and

• Prep Sentencing Guidelines Materials – develops and updates yearly the D.C. Sentencing Guideline
manual, which contains offense rankings, sentencing protocol, special sentencing provisions, and other
guideline related information. The Guideline manual is used by practitioners on a daily basis when
applying the guidelines to felony convictions.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission has no program structure changes in the FY 2019 proposed
budget.
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FY 2019 Proposed Budget Changes
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission’s (the Commission) proposed FY 2019 gross budget is
$1,185,927, which represents a less than 1.0 percent increase over its FY 2018 approved gross budget of
$1,178,839. The budget is comprised entirely of Local funds.

Recurring Budget
The FY 2019 budget for the Commission includes a reduction of $85,000 to account for the removal of
one-time funding appropriated in FY 2018 to support a software upgrade to the agency’s Guideline Reporting
Information Data (GRID) system.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Cost-of-Living Adjustment: The Commission's budget proposal includes a cost-of-living adjustment
(COLA) of $20,588 in Local Funds.

Agency Request – Increase: The Commission’s proposed Local funds budget includes a net increase of
$9,787 to align the budget with projected salary, step, and Fringe Benefit costs.

Agency Request – Decrease: The Commission’s proposed Local funds budget reflects a reduction of $9,786,
primarily in contractual services, equipment, and Other Services and Charges across the Agency Management
and the Data Collection, Analysis, and Implementation programs. This adjustment offsets the projected
increases in personal services.

Mayor’s Policy – Enhance: The proposed Local funds budget includes a one-time increase of $71,500 in the
Data Collection (AIP) program to provide analysis on the agency’s sentencing guidelines. This will help the
agency ensure that there is no disproportionate impact on specific populations, requiring modifications to be
made to criminal history score calculations. Modifications will require logic and algorithm changes to the
Guideline Reporting Information Data (GRID) score system. Related training seminars will be offered to key
stakeholders, along with a one-time reprinting of reference material.

District's Proposed Budget
No Change: The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission's budget reflects no change from the Mayor's
proposed budget to the District's proposed budget.
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Agency Performance Plan*
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission (the Commission) has the following strategic objectives for
FY 2019:
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Performance Plan Endnotes:
*For more information about the structure and components of FY 2019 draft performance plans, please see the FY 2019 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan, Volume 1,
Appendix E.
**We've revisited a project to standardize District wide measures for the Objective “Create and maintain a highly efficient, transparent and responsive District government”.
New measures will be tracked in FY 2018 and FY 2019 and published starting in the FY 2019 Performance Plan.
***Key Performance Indicators that are new may not have historical data and may only have FY 2019 targets.


