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The mission of the District of Columbia Sentencing Commission
(the Commission) is to implement, monitor, and support the
District’s voluntary sentencing guidelines; promote fair and
consistent sentencing policies; increase public understanding of
sentencing policies and practices; and evaluate the effectiveness of
the guidelines system in order to recommend changes based on
actual sentencing and corrections practice and research.

Summary of Services
The Commission advises the District of Columbia on policy matters related to criminal law, sentencing,
and corrections policy. The Sentencing and Criminal Code Revision Commission Amendment Act of
2007 established permanent voluntary felony sentencing guidelines and requires the Commission to
monitor and make adjustments as needed to promote sentencing policies that limit unwarranted disparity,
while allowing adequate judicial discretion and proportionality. The sentencing guidelines provide
recommended sentences that enhance fairness so that offenders, victims, the community, and all parties
will understand the sentence, and sentences will be both more predictable and consistent. The
Commission provides analysis of sentencing trends and guideline compliance to the public and its
representatives to assist in identifying sentencing patterns for felony convictions. In addition, the
Advisory Commission on Sentencing (ACS) Amendment Act of 2006 requires the Commission to
undertake a multi-year study of the DC Criminal Code reform, including analysis of current criminal
statutes and developing recommendations for revisions to the District’s Criminal Code that promote
clarity, consistency, and cohesiveness within the District’s Criminal Code.

The agency’s FY 2018 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission operates through the following 2 programs:

• ACS Offense and Offender Sentencing Database – transfers data electronically from the court
into the agency’s database, which includes both historic and real-time sentencing information.
Criminal history information provided by Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency

Data Collection, Analysis, and Implementation – undertakes sentencing-related research for the 
Commission and the Council; monitors and evaluates sentencing practices and trends in the District; and 
provides the sentencing guideline manual, assistance with the application of the guidelines, and training 
for criminal justice professional to effectively and efficiently work within a structured sentencing system. 

This program contains the following 5 activities:



(CSOSA) is integrated into the agency database and matched with court sentencing information,
enabling offender and offense-based analysis of the application of the sentencing guidelines and
sentencing trends in the District;

• Sentencing Guidelines Monitoring – monitors compliance with the recommended sentencing
guidelines by using the agency's database. Departures from the sentencing guidelines are examined
to determine if the guidelines may require modification or revision by the Commission to ensure
their effectiveness;

• Policy Reports and Proposals – develops reports and recommendations for the Commission to
improve and modify criminal justice programs focused on sentencing policy. In addition, revises and
proposes recommendations to the D.C. Criminal Code to ensure clarity and consistency in the
District’s criminal laws making their application more fair and efficient;

• Sentencing Guidelines Training – provides training to criminal justice professionals focusing on
the calculation of criminal history, proper application of the guidelines, determination of the
recommended guideline sentence, and recent revisions or modification to the sentencing guidelines.
The Commission also monitors both Appellate and Supreme Court sentencing-related decisions and
provides training on the impact of these rulings on the D.C. Sentencing Guidelines; and

• Prep Sentencing Guidelines Materials – develops and updates yearly the D.C. Sentencing
Guideline manual, which contains offense rankings, sentencing protocol, special sentencing
provisions, and other guideline related information. The Guideline manual is used by practitioners
on a daily basis when applying the guidelines to felony convictions.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational
and programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission has no program structure changes in the FY 2018
proposed budget.
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FY 2018 Proposed Budget Changes
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission’s (the Commission) proposed FY 2018 gross budget is
$1,178,839, which represents an 8.5 percent increase over its FY 2017 approved gross budget of
$1,086,544. The budget is comprised entirely of Local funds.

Current Services Funding Level
The Current Services Funding Level (CSFL) is a Local funds ONLY representation of the true cost of
operating District agencies, before consideration of policy decisions. The CSFL reflects changes from the
FY 2017 approved budget across multiple programs, and it estimates how much it would cost an agency
to continue its current programs and operations into the following fiscal year. The FY 2018 CSFL
adjustments to the FY 2017 Local funds budget are described in table 5 of this agency’s budget chapter.
Please see the CSFL Development section within Volume 1: Executive Summary for more information
regarding the methodology used and components that comprise the CSFL.

The Commission’s FY 2018 CSFL budget is $1,614,330, which represents a $527,786, or 48.6 
percent, increase over the FY 2017 approved Local funds budget of $1,086,544.

CSFL Assumptions
The FY 2018 CSFL calculated for the Commission included adjustment entries that are not described in
detail in the table 5. These adjustments include a decrease of $2,793 in personal services to account for
Fringe Benefits costs based on trend and comparative analyses, and an increase of $10,088 in
nonpersonal services based on the Consumer Price Index factor of 2.5 percent. Additionally, an increase
of $520,491 for Fixed Costs Inflation Factor accounts for fleet services estimates.

Decrease: The Commission’s proposed Local funds budget reflects a net reduction of $544,737, 
primarily in the Management program, to reflect projected Fixed Costs estimates for fleet services.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: The Commission’s proposed nonpersonal services budget includes a one-time increase of
$85,000 to support a software upgrade to the agency's Guideline Reporting Information Data (GRID)
system. This upgrade allows the agency to access new data related to the warrant history of sentenced
persons and helps with the visualization and analysis of new data.

District’s Proposed Budget
No Change: The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission's budget reflects no change from the 
Mayor's proposed budget to the District's proposed budget.

Agency Budget Submission
Increase: The Commission’s proposed Local funds budget includes a net increase of $20,242, primarily 
in the Database Collection (AIP) program, for projected salary step increases and Fringe Benefits costs. 
In nonpersonal services, the proposal reflects an increase of $4,003 to support Fixed Costs estimates for 
Telecommunication.



Agency Performance Plan
The District of Columbia Sentencing Commission (the Commission) has the following strategic
objectives for FY 2018:

Strategic Objectives



%





Performance Plan Endnotes
*For more information about the structure and components of FY 2018 draft performance plans, please see the FY 2018 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan,
Volume 1, Appendix E.

**"Create and maintain a highly efficient, transparent and responsive District government" is a new Strategic Objective required for all agencies.

***Key Performance Indicators that are new may not have historical data and may only have FY 2018 targets.


