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Office of the Chief Medical Examiner

www.ocme.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-698-9000

The mission of the Office of the Chief Medical Examiner (OCME) is
to ensure that justice is served and that the health and safety of the
public is improved by conducting quality death investigations and
certifications, and by providing forensic services for government
agencies, health care entities, and grieving families.

Summary of Services
OCME provides forensic services to local and federal government agencies, health care providers, institutions
of higher learning, and citizens in the District and the metropolitan area. Forensic services include: forensic
investigation and certification of certain deaths (i.e., deaths occurring as a result of violence (injury) as well
as, those that occur unexpectedly, without medical attention, in custody, or pose a threat to public health);
review of deaths of specific populations; grief counseling; performance of a full range of toxicological
examinations; cremation approvals; and public dispositions of unclaimed remains.
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The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Division Description
The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner operates through the following 5 divisions:

Death Investigations and Certifications – is responsible for forensic pathology, forensic investigation, and
forensic support services. Forensic pathology involves conducting decedent examination, determining the
cause and manner of death, and providing that information to next of kin, law enforcement, designated
government entities, and interested parties. Forensic investigation includes evidence-gathering, medical
interpretation, and provision of information to aid in the determination of the cause and manner of death. The
purpose of forensic support services is to provide services in the form of consultations and testing services to
support the forensic pathology staff in the determination of the cause and manner of death.

This division contains the following 6 activities:

• Anthropology and Identification – ensures that decedent identification is made in an accurate and
efficient manner and manages the caseload of unidentified decedents for public disposition;

• Forensic Investigations – provides information, evidence gathering, and medical interpretation services
to OCME, law enforcement agencies, legal counsel, and the community to identify decedents and aid in
determining the cause and manner of death;

• Forensic Pathology– provides, in a timely manner, decedent external and/or internal examination,
documentation (i.e., medical transcription), and analysis services to law enforcement, government
agencies, interested parties, and families to determine and understand the cause and manner of death;

• Forensic Support Services – provides forensic support services in the form of consultations and testing
services to support the forensic pathology staff in the determination of the cause and manner of death;

• Histology – provides real-time forensic histology support services consisting of preparation,
processing, and embedding of tissue as well as staining and development of histology slides for
microscopic analysis for the purpose of establishing cause and manner of death; and

• Mortuary Services – provides body transport and autopsy support to forensic pathology staff and the
funeral industry.
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Fatality Reviews – review the circumstances of the deaths of individuals within certain populations,
including their interaction with District government services. The purpose of the reviews is to provide
analysis and recommendations to the public and District entities serving defined populations so that they can
address systemic problems and provide better services.

Forensic Toxicology – maintains standards of practice for the detection, identification, and quantitation of
alcohol, drugs, and other toxins in biological specimens. The laboratory provides scientific support services to
OCME so that the agency may provide accurate death investigation information in a timely manner to the
next of kin, law enforcement agencies, legal counsel, and the community, when required. It also provides
services to various external government entities regarding specified types of testing.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Agency Financial Operations – provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Division Structure Change
The Office of the Chief Medical Examiner has no division structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed budget.
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Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: The Local funds proposed budget reflects an increase of $784,408 and 0.3 Full Time Equivalent
(FTE) across multiple divisions to align salary and Fringe Benefits with projected costs.

In Special Purpose Revenue (SPR) funds, a proposed increase of $183,036 and 2.0 FTEs will support the
activities within the Death Investigations/Certifications division.

Decrease: The Local funds budget proposal includes a decrease of $157,269 across multiple divisions,
primarily due to savings in Contractual Services costs.

In SPR funds, a proposed decrease of $183,036 across multiple divisions, primarily in Supplies, will offset
projected increases to the personnel services budget.

The proposed Federal Grants funds budget reflects the following decreases in the Forensic Toxicology
division, a decrease of $83,525 and 1.0 FTE to align the personnel services budget and a decrease of $316,475
to align the budget with projected awards.

Enhance: In Local funds the proposed budget includes a one-time increase of $145,000 in the Forensic
Toxicology division, which will be used to support equipment for the Forensic Photography unit.

Reduce: A proposed Local funds decrease of $26,250 in the Agency Management division is to reflect
savings associated with annual reporting costs.
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