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Office of Administrative Hearings
www.oah.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-442-9094

The mission of the Office of Administrative Hearings (OAH) is to
provide the District of Columbia’s citizens and government agencies
with a fair, efficient, and effective forum to manage and resolve
administrative disputes.

Summary of Services
OAH is an impartial, independent agency that adjudicates cases for over 40 District of Columbia agencies,
boards, and commissions. OAH holds hearings, conducts mediations, and provides other adjudication services
to resolve disputes arising under the District’s laws and regulations.

The agency’s FY 2025 approved budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Office of Administrative Hearings operates through the following 4 programs:

Adjudication Support Provides an efficient intake of cases and supports the agency’s case management
system and caseload reporting, maintains forms and documentation, and serves as the primary customer
service interface.

This program contains the following activity:

• Case Management provides an efficient intake of cases and supports the agency’s case management
system and caseload reporting, maintains forms and documentation, and serves as the primary customer
service interface.

Administrative Adjudication Services provides agency direction and performance oversight, including
administering the agency’s infrastructure and related support services and functions.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Judicial Assistance and Legal Counsel – ensures due process while working to improve the quality,
efficiency, and efficacy of justice management. This program provides pretrial management, hearings,
appeals, and mediations; and

• Trial Appeals and Justice Management – supports the administrative court’s judicial function by
assisting judges in legal analysis, research, and drafting orders and notices; ensures agency compliance
with applicable laws; assists with the tracking of legislative and regulatory initiatives; and maintains the
law library.
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Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Agency Financial Operations – provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The Office of Administrative Hearings has no program structure changes in the FY 2025 approved budget.
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Note: For more detailed information regarding the approved funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please
see Appendix H, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, of the Executive Summary, Volume 1 located on the OCFO’s website.
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Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Decrease: OAH's proposed Local funds budget includes a net decrease of $319,779 across multiple programs,
primarily to recognize savings from a decrease in FTEs. In addition, a budget proposal includes a cutback of
$394,295 across multiple programs to realize cost savings in agency fixed cost budget services.

Reduce: In the Administrative Adjudication Services program, a proposed Local funds cost savings of
$13,125 has been identified to adjust the Contractual Services budget.

District’s Approved Budget
Enhance: OAH’s approved Local funds budget includes a one-time increase of $250,000 in the Agency
Management program to support hearing room infrastructure and other IT improvements. The budget also
includes a one-time increase of $187,000 in the Administrative Adjudication Services program to provide
additional contractual services for temporary assistance related to case backlogs. Lastly, the budget reflects an
increase of $24,420 to align with projected salary and fringe benefit costs for an IT specialist position in the
Agency Management program.




