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Department of Forensic Sciences
dfs.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-5566

The mission of the Department of Forensic Sciences (DFS) is to
produce high-quality, timely, accurate, and reliable forensic science
with the use of the best available technology and practices, unbiased
science, and transparency with the overall goal of enhancing public
health and safety.

Summary of Services
DFS provides independent analysis of evidence and samples submitted by agencies within the District of
Columbia and its federal neighbors. The Forensic Science Laboratory division analyzes evidence submitted
from criminal cases, including DNA, fingerprints, and firearms. DFS also provides expert witness testimony
in defense of their analytical reports in the District’s courts of law. The Public Health Laboratory division
provides diagnostic and analytical testing for biological pathogens and chemical agents from clinical,
environmental, or food sources and provides emergency response testing. The Crime Scene Sciences division
collects, analyzes, processes, and preserves evidence found at crime scenes in the District. The DFS
Directorate supports the work of the entire agency through strategic direction, training, quality assurance,
research, recruitment and hiring of personnel, information technology, data management, fleet management,
procurement, and other administrative support services.
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The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:

Table FR0-2

214.6
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Table FR0-3

Table FR0-4
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Table FR0-4

Division Description
The Department of Forensic Sciences operates through the following 3 divisions:

Public Safety and Health – provides independent scientific examinations and analysis to stakeholders
submitting physical evidence in criminal cases, providing these services to District government agencies and
neighboring federal agencies.

This division contains the following 5 activities:

• Crime Scene Sciences Services – provides the collection, analysis processing, and preservation of
evidence found, associated with crime scene, that is critical to solving crimes in the District;
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• Forensic Science Laboratory Administration – provides analysis of fingerprints, firearms,
ammunition, blood, and other tissue samples for identification in criminal investigations;

• Forensic Science Laboratory Services - provides analysis of fingerprints, firearms, ammunition, blood,
and other tissue samples for identification in criminal investigations;

• Public Health Laboratory Administration - provides testing of biological and chemical samples that
relate to public health and safety, such as infectious diseases, hazardous chemicals, or biological
contamination, up to including biological or chemical attacks; and

• Public Health Laboratory Services - provides testing for naturally occurring or man-made infectious
agents, chemical agents, and environmental specimens responsible for human illness or mortality.

Agency Financial Operations – provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Division Structure Change
The Department of Forensic Sciences has no division structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed budget.

Table FR0-5
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Table FR0-6

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: The Department of Forensic Sciences’ (DFS) proposed budget submission includes adjustments to
personnel services to support salary and Fringe Benefit costs. This includes a Local funds increase of
$874,292 and 2.0 Full Time Equivalents (FTEs) across multiple divisions; and a Private Grant funds increase
of $12,299 to align personnel services costs in the Public Safety and Health division.

Decrease:
The Local funds proposed budget submission includes a decrease of $1,575,915 across multiple divisions.
This is primarily in contractual obligations due to less outsourcing driven by the agency regaining
accreditation for the Forensics Science Laboratory. In Federal Grant funds, a proposed decrease of $586,007
and 7.0 FTEs across multiple divisions will align the budget with projected grant awards.

Enhance: DFS’ proposed Local funds budget will receive several increases to support business operations. A
one-time increase of $4,049,832 is proposed in the Public Safety and Health division. Of this amount,
$3,175,000 will support outsourcing costs for latent fingerprinting, drug and DNA testing; and $874,832 will
support the Public Health Laboratory, which is an integral part of the District’s ability to respond to disease,
outbreaks and emergency response.

An additional increase of $1,624,506 and 15.0 FTEs to the Public Safety and health division will bolster
the Public Health Laboratory's ability to cover increased crime scene and requests. A final increase of
$627,000 in the Agency Management division is included to provide technical training and professional
development.
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Table FR0-7






