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Office of Victim Services and Justice
Grants
www.ovsjg.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-0605

The mission of the Mayor’s Office of Victim Services and Justice
Grants (OVSJG) is to develop, fund, and coordinate programs that
improve public safety; enhance the administration of justice; and create
systems of care for crime victims, youth, and their families in the
District.

Summary of Services
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants (OVSJG) coordinates and funds community-based
organizations and District agencies that provide services for: (1) victims of crime; (2) justice-involved
individuals; and (3) truancy reduction and juvenile delinquency prevention programs. As the State
Administering Agency (SAA) for federal victim services and criminal and juvenile justice system funding,
OVSJG engages in planning and coordination with, and provides training and technical assistance to,
organizations and agencies receiving grant funding to provide these services. In addition to the Victim
Services, Justice Grants, and Truancy Reduction programs, OVSJG operates the District’s Address
Confidentiality Program, which provides a legal substitute address and mail forwarding for eligible DC
residents to maintain the confidentiality of her or his actual address; the Private Security Camera Incentive
Program, which encourages residents, businesses, non-profits and religious institutions to install security
camera systems on their property; and administers the Access to Justice Initiative, which provides funding to
entities providing civil legal services and student loan repayment assistance for eligible lawyers. OVSJG also
provides policy making expertise, advice, and counsel to the Mayor on the role of victims and offenders in the
criminal justice system, enhancing the District’s responses to trauma; and evidence-based practices to respond
to, intervene in, and prevent violence.
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The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants operates through the following 7 programs:

Access to Justice Initiative – provides financial assistance to organizations and individuals who provide
direct civil legal services to low-income and underserved District residents. It also includes the Poverty
Lawyer Loan Repayment Assistance Program function, which provides educational loan repayment assistance
to lawyers who live and work in the District of Columbia and are employed in areas of legal practice that
serve low-income residents.

Justice Grants/Re-entry Grants provides local and federal grant funding to reentry service providers that
create community-based systems of care for incarcerated individuals and returning from correctional facilities
to ensure they are connected to the supports and resources needed for successful reintegration into their home
communities.

Private Security Camera Program/Camera Reimbursement creates a rebate for residents, businesses,
nonprofits, and religious institutions to purchase and install security camera systems on their property and
register them with the Metropolitan Police Department (MPD). This program provides a rebate of up to $200
per camera, with a maximum rebate of up to $500 per residential address.

Victim Services – administers grants to agencies and community-based organizations to support victims of all
crime and provides coordination and leadership around multi-disciplinary efforts to develop a continuum of
care for all types of crime victims.
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This program has the following 2 activities:

• Address Confidentially - provides a legal substitute address to program participants to use in place of
their physical address. First class mail sent to the substitute address is forwarded to the participant's
actual address; and

• Victim Services Grants - administers grants to agencies and community-based organizations to support
victims of all crime and provides coordination and leadership around multi-disciplinary efforts to
develop a continuum of care for all types of crime victims.

Community Capacity Building/Community Capacity Grants – provides mini grants for capacity-
building of Black Indigenous People of Color (BIPOC) led and grassroots Community-based
Organizations (CBO) coupled with comprehensive training and technical assistance.

Interagency Collaboration/Committee and Workgroup Project provides support to other District
agencies for the Criminal Justice Coordinating Council.

Agency Management – provides administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants has no program structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed
budget.
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Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.
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Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: OVSJG’s proposed Local funds budget reflects a net increase of $2,980,818 across multiple
programs, primarily in subsidies in the Victim Services program, to align the budget with the agency’s
operational spending goals. Additionally, the proposed Local budget reflects a net increase of $280,828 and
1.0 Full-Time Equivalent (FTEs) across multiple programs to align salary and Fringe Benefits with projected
costs.

In Federal Grant funds, OVSJG’s proposed budget includes a net increase of $6,656,843 across multiple
programs to align the budget with projected grant awards.

Decrease: In Special Purpose Revenue funds, the proposed budget reflects a decrease of $552,813 in the
Victim Services program to align the budget with projected revenues.

In Federal Payment funds, the budget proposal includes a net decrease of $4,920,210 across multiple
programs to account for the removal of non-recurring ARPA funding.

In Federal Grant funds, OVSJG’s budget proposal includes a net decrease of $1,583,524 across multiple
programs. This adjustment includes an increase of 1.0 FTE to align salary and Fringe Benefits with projected
personnel services costs.
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Enhance: OVSJG’s proposed Local Funds budget includes a one-time increase of $611,109 in the Victim
Services program to help service providers meet the demand for supporting victims and survivors in the
District. Additionally, the proposed Local funds budget includes an increase of $322,000 and 1.0 FTE in the
Private Security Camera program to support the Secure DC Omnibus Emergency Amendment Act of 2024
(Bill 25-735), and an increase of $160,929 across multiple programs to support the Sexual Assault Victims'
Rights Amendment Act (SAVRAA) Advocacy Response. The funds will be used for the Physical Evidence
Recovery Kits (PERK) storage costs and to recruit additional nurses who can travel to hospitals to conduct the
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) examination.

Eliminate: The proposed Local budget includes a reduction of $2,183,171 and 2.0 FTEs in the Truancy
Reduction program due to the elimination of the Show Up, Stand Out (SUSO) initiative.

Reduce: OVSJG’s Local funds budget proposal includes a net decrease of $53,085 across multiple programs
to recognize cost savings in nonpersonnel services, primarily in Supplies and Contractual Services costs.
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Note: Table FO0-7 displays the impact of the buyer agencies budgets funding the seller agencies FTEs in the FY 2025 budget,
compared to how FTEs were budgeted in FY 2024.




