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Office of Victim Services and Justice
Grants
ovsjg.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-0605

The mission of the Mayor’s Office of Victim Services and Justice
Grants (OVSJG) is to develop, fund, and coordinate programs that
improve public safety; enhance the administration of justice; and
create systems of care for crime victims, youth, and their families in
the District.

Summary of Services
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants (OVSJG) coordinates and funds programs in the District
that serve crime victims, prevent crime, and improve the administration of justice for victims and
offenders. OVSJG also provides policy-making expertise, advice, and counsel to the Executive on the role
of victims and offenders in the criminal justice system, and evidence-based practices to respond to,
intervene in, and prevent violence. OVSJG operates three primary programs: victim services, justice
grants, and the Access to Justice initiative.

The Victim Services program (VS) administers grants to agencies and community-based organizations
to support victims of all crime, and provides coordination and leadership around multi-disciplinary efforts
to develop a continuum of care for all types of crime victims. Some of this support includes providing
safe temporary and transitional housing for victims/survivors of domestic violence; coordinating with
area hospitals to ensure that victims are able to receive advocacy and medical forensic services; ensuring
access to translations and interpretation services for victim service providers; and providing crisis
intervention and advocacy services for victims of homicide, sexual assault, domestic violence, and
stalking.



The Justice Grants program (JG) administers grants to agencies and community-based organizations
working to enhance District public safety and addressing juvenile and criminal justice issues. JG’s
programs focus on truancy prevention, re-entry of returning citizens, juvenile diversion, mentoring, and
anti-gang efforts. JG is responsible for gathering stakeholder input and identifying cross-cutting funding
priorities each year; identifying subgrantees that are well-positioned to advance these funding priorities;
and providing financial, administrative, and programmatic oversight, training, and technical assistance to
ensure program outcomes are achieved.

The Access to Justice initiative contains two primary activities: the Access to Justice program provides
financial assistance to organizations and individuals who provide direct civil legal services to low-income
and underserved District residents; and the Poverty Lawyer Loan Repayment Assistance program
provides educational loan repayment assistance to lawyers who live and work in the District of Columbia
and are employed in areas of legal practice that serve low-income residents.

OVSJG also represents the Executive Office of the Mayor on local coordinating bodies, including the
Sexual Assault Response Team and the D.C. Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee, and coordinates the
District’s effort to substantially comply with the Sex Offender Registration and Notification Act and
Prison Rape Elimination Act.

The agency’s FY 2018 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants operates through the following 6 programs:

Justice Grants (JG) – receives and accounts for United States Department of Justice grants awarded 
to the District of Columbia and provides resources to governmental and non-governmental 
organizations with an emphasis on improving District public safety and justice issues. JG manages the 
life-cycle of federal and local grants, subgrants, and pass-through funds to other non-profit and 
government agencies in compliance with federal and local grant guidelines.

Access to Justice – provides financial assistance to organizations and individuals who provide direct 
civil legal services to low-income and underserved District residents. It also includes the Poverty Lawyer 
Loan Repayment Assistance Program function, which provides educational loan repayment 
assistance to lawyers who live and work in the District of Columbia and are employed in areas of legal 
practice that serve low-income residents.

Victim Services (VS) – administers Federal grants, the District Crime Victims Assistance Fund, and
Local funds to support services to victims of all crimes, with a focus on domestic violence, sexual assault,
homicide, child abuse, and neglect. VS provides direction to the Executive Office of the Mayor on law
and policies that enhance victims’ rights and access to justice, care, and safety in the aftermath of a crime.

Truancy Reduction – works to reduce truancy and chronic absenteeism in the District of Columbia's 
public and charter schools through youth and family engagement.

Private Security Camera – encourages residents, businesses, non-profits, and religious institutions to
install security camera systems on their property. This program is intended to help deter crime and assist
law enforcement with investigations.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational 
and programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.



Program Structure Change
The proposed program structure changes are provided in the Agency Realignment appendix to the
proposed budget, which is located at www.cfo.dc.gov on the Annual Operating Budget and Capital Plan
page.
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FY 2018 Proposed Budget Changes
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants’ (OVSJG) proposed FY 2018 gross budget is
$44,848,546, which represents a 16.1 percent increase over its FY 2017 approved gross budget of
$38,630,950. The budget is comprised of $28,941,300 in Local funds, $14,070,571 in Federal Grant
funds, and $1,836,675 in Special Purpose Revenue funds.

Current Services Funding Level
The Current Services Funding Level (CSFL) is a Local funds ONLY representation of the true cost of
operating District agencies, before consideration of policy decisions. The CSFL reflects changes from the
FY 2017 approved budget across multiple programs, and it estimates how much it would cost an agency
to continue its current programs and operations into the following fiscal year. The FY 2018 CSFL
adjustments to the FY 2017 Local funds budget are described in table 5 of this agency’s budget chapter.
Please see the CSFL Development section within Volume 1: Executive Summary for more information
regarding the methodology used and components that comprise the CSFL.

OVSJG’s FY 2018 CSFL budget is $22,879,300, which represents a $552,004, or 2.4 percent, decrease 
from the FY 2017 approved Local funds budget of $23,431,304.

CSFL Assumptions
The FY 2018 CSFL calculated for OVSJG included adjustment entries that are not described in detail on
table 5. These adjustments include an increase of $1,979 in personal services to account for Fringe
Benefit costs based on trend and comparative analyses, and an increase of $2,016 in nonpersonal services
based on the Consumer Price Index factor of 2.5 percent.

CSFL funding for OVSJG includes a reduction of $556,000 to account for the removal of one-time
funding appropriated in FY 2017 to support services to victims of crimes, with a focus on domestic
violence, sexual assault, homicide, child abuse, and neglect.

Agency Budget Submission
Increase: The proposed budget in Local funds reflects a net increase of $100,762 across multiple
programs to support projected costs associated with office supplies, agency-managed fixed costs for
Telecommunication, and professional services. Additionally, the personal services budget increased by
$43,059 across multiple programs to support an additional 0.1 Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) as well as
projected salary increases and Fringe Benefits adjustments.

In Federal Grant funds, the proposed budget reflects an increase of $564,972 to align the budget with
projected grant awards related to the Crime Victims Assistance Program and the Violence Against
Women Act. Additionally, the personal services budget increased by $103,469 across multiple programs
to support an additional 0.8 FTE, projected salary increases, and adjustments for Fringe Benefits costs.

In Special Purpose Revenue funds, the proposed budget includes an increase of $39,159 to align the
budget with projected revenue from the Crime Victims Assistance Fund and the Domestic Violence
Shelter and Transitional Housing Fund. This additional funding will be used to support an additional 1.1
FTEs and align projected personal services costs in the Office of Victim Services program.

Decrease: In Local funds, the proposed budget includes a net decrease of $143,820 in the Justice Grants 
Administration program due to projected sub-grant payments made to community-based organizations.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Enhance:In Local funds, OVSJG’s budget proposal includes increases of $5,555,374 and 2.0 FTEs,
primarily in the Truancy Reduction program, to align resources with the agency’s revised organizational
structure; $556,000 in the Office of Victims Services program, to support funding for sub-grants given to
community-based organizations and District agencies that provide services to victims of all crimes, with a
focus on domestic violence, sexual assault, homicide, child abuse, and neglect; and $500,000 in one-time
funding in the Office of Victim Services program, to support the Private Security Camera program.



Reduce: OVSJG’s budget proposal includes a decrease of $5,555,374 due to the reallocation of
resources, mainly from the Justice Grants program. This adjustment aligns resources with the agency’s
revised organizational structure.

District’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: In Local Funds, OVSJG’s budget proposal includes an increase of $5,006,000 across multiple
programs. This adjustment includes: $4,500,000, of which $600,000 is one-time funding, to support the
implementation of the “Expanding Access to Justice Amendment Act of 2017” which will allow the
District of Columbia Bar Association Foundation to provide attorneys to tenants facing eviction in DC
Superior Court; $281,000 to expand the Access to Justice program; $125,000 in one-time funding, to
provide a grant to the Voices for a Second Chance program; and $100,000 for grants to programs that use
book groups, creative writing and peer support programs for District youth incarcerated as adults.



Agency Performance Plan*
The Office of Victim Services and Justice Grants (OVSJG) has the following strategic objectives for FY
2018:

Strategic Objectives



         
       

all resources are being efficiently and 
completely spent.

(Continued on next page)
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crime victim services hotline



Performance Plan Endnotes
*For more information about the structure and components of FY 2018 draft performance plans, please see the FY 2018 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan,
Volume 1, Appendix E.

**"Create and maintain a highly efficient, transparent and responsive District government" is a new Strategic Objective required for all agencies.

***Key Performance Indicators that are new may not have historical data and may only have FY 2018 targets.


