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Department of Small and Local Business
Development
www.dslbd.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-3900

The Department of Small and Local Business Development (DSLBD)
supports the development, economic growth, and retention of
District-based businesses and promotes economic development
throughout the District’s commercial corridors.

Summary of Services
The Department of Small and Local Business Development provides assistance and services to District based
business by positioning them to compete successfully for local, federal and global business opportunities;
advocating and promoting small business; providing one-on-one technical assistance, workshops, and
training; certifying companies to do business in the city; and fostering small business development in
commercial corridors.
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Division Description
The Department of Small and Local Business Development operates through the following 8 divisions:

Business Opportunities and Access to Capital – provides District-based businesses with the knowledge and
capacity-building tools necessary to form, develop, grow, and expand by offering classes, training, technical
assistance, and advocacy to promote greater participation in local, federal, and private-sector opportunities.
Business Development provides training workshops, pre-bi conferences, matchmaking sessions, and
one-on-one counseling to all participants in the District’s procurement process (District-based small business
owners, prime contractors, and Agency staff) in the pursuit of raising Certified Business Enterprise (CBE)
utilization by the District government, quasi-governmental corporations, and sports wagering licensees; and
develops new strategies to increase CBE utilization by all these parties; Access to Capital expands business
opportunities for small business by increasing the availability of start-up, working equity, and development
capital and bonding partners with leading institutions to provide financial tools; and provides targeted
technical assistance that will allow for greater preparedness for the lending process.

CBE Compliance and Enforcement – monitors District agencies' goals concerning contracting and
procuring goods and services with Small Business Enterprises (SBEs). The division also monitors public and
private projects to ensure that prime contractors meet their SBE spending goals, as required by District Law
16-33.

Certification – registers eligible businesses as part of the CBE program, pursuant to District Law 16-33,
where participating businesses receive preference points in procurement opportunities offered by the District.

Commercial Revitalization – provides technical and funding assistance that supports, promotes, and fosters
economic development in commercial corridors as well as the retention, recruitment, and enhancement of
small businesses throughout the District.

This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Clean Teams – maintains commercial corridors; enhances litter clean-up efforts through the removal of
debris from streets, sidewalks and storefronts; and removes graffiti and illegal sign postings within
designated clean team service-delivery areas; and

• Main Streets – fosters retail investment in the District by providing services and funding to help
communities retain and recruit businesses, improve commercial properties and streetscapes, and attract
consumers.

Innovation and Equitable Development – operates training, grant, and technical assistance programs aimed
at removing barriers to entrepreneurship and business growth for District-based businesses or entrepreneurs.

Procurement Technical Assistance Programs – provides District-based small businesses with support to
prepare for and gain access to federal government procurement opportunities through the Procurement
Technical Assistance Program.

Agency Management – provides administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Agency Financial Operations – provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.
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Division Structure Change
The Department of Small and Local Business Development has no division structure changes in the FY 2025
proposed budget.
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Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.
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Mayor's Proposed Budget
Increase: In Federal Grant funds, DSLBD's budget proposes an increase of $10,449 and 0.3 Full-time
Equivalent (FTE) to align the budget with projected grant awards in the Procurement Technical Assistance
Programs.

Decrease: In the Local funds, DSLBD's budget proposal reallocates resources in personnel services, which
results in a net reduction of 0.1 FTE. The budget proposes a net decrease of $347,192 to realize programmatic
cost savings in Government Subsidies and Grants across multiple divisions, of which $300,000 is in
Cannabusiness funds, $47,000 is in the Takoma Main Street funds, and $192 is to reflect savings in
Telecommunications.

Enhance: In Local funds, DSLBD's proposed budget includes a one-time increase of $300,000 to support
Cannabusiness funding in FY 2025, which will provide helpful knowledge to DC residents and entrepreneurs
interested in learning, sharing knowledge, and networking as they build or explore the regulated, medical
cannabis marketplace.

Reduce: In Local funds, DSLBD's proposed budget includes a decrease of $1,145 to realize cost savings in
Telecommunications based on fixed costs projections. In addition, the budget proposal includes a decrease of
$43,053 across multiple divisions, primarily to align the budget with operational spending, primarily in
Contractual Services and supplies costs. Lastly, the proposed Local budget includes a reduction of $189,472
and 1.0 FTE across multiple divisions to recognize savings from the reduction of an FTE.
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Note: Table EN0-7 displays the impact of the buyer agencies budgets funding the seller agencies FTEs in the FY 2025 budget,
compared to how FTEs were budgeted in FY 2024.






