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Rental Housing Commission
https://rhc.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-442-8949

The mission of the Rental Housing Commission (RHC) is to ensure the
fair and effective implementation of the District of Columbia’s rent
stabilization and tenant rights laws by publishing clear legal guidelines
and resolving appeals in disputed cases.

Summary of Services
RHC is responsible for the interpretation and application of the Rental Housing Act of 1985, as amended (the
Act). The RHC: (1) certifies and publishes the annual, general allowable rent adjustment; (2) issues, amends,
and rescinds rules and procedures for the administration of the Act, and for the resolution of disputes arising
under the Act; and (3) in disputes under the Act, decides appeals from decisions of the Rent Administrator
and the Office of Administrative Hearings. Disputes under the Act commonly include claims of illegal rent
increases, requests for approval of special rent increases, repair of housing code violations, retaliation against
tenants, and return of security deposits.
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Program Description
The Rental Housing Commission (RHC) operates through the following program:

Rental Housing Regulation and Compliance (Regulation) – enforces the Rental Housing Act of 1985, as
amended. The commission has three statutory functions in order to preserve and increase the supply of quality
affordable housing in the District: (1) to issue, amend, and rescind regulations that are promulgated for
enforcement of the Act; (2) to certify and publish the annual adjustment of general applicability to rents
and/or rent ceilings, which adjustment is based upon annual changes (if any) in the Consumer Price Index for
the applicable region in which the District of Columbia is located; and (3) to decide appeals brought to the
commission from the Rent Administrator and the Office of Administrative Hearings.

Program Structure Change
The Rental Housing Commission has no program structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed budget.
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Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.

Table DR0-6

Mayor's Proposed Budget
Increase: RHC's proposed Local funds budget includes an increase of $3,728 to align the budget with
projected personnel services costs. This adjustment includes the reduction of 1.0 Full Time Equivalent
(FTE).

Enhance: In Local funds, the proposed budget includes an increase of $13,000 to support training allowances
for employees and enhanced language access programs.




