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Department of Buildings
https://dob.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-671-3500

The Department of Buildings (DOB) protects the safety of residents,
businesses, and visitors, and advances the development of the built
environment through permitting, inspections, and code enforcement.

Summary of Services
The Department of Buildings is responsible for regulating construction activity in the District of Columbia.
The agency provides consolidated permit services, and it reviews all construction documents to ensure
compliance with building codes and zoning regulations. It also has inspection and oversight authority, through
which construction activity, building systems, and rental housing establishments are inspected. Violations are
cited, and if necessary, post citation abatement is pursued within the limits of the law.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The Department of Buildings operates the following 6 :

Permitting Services – is responsible for: permitting, construction compliance, building inspections, green
building, and third-party inspections. This program conducts building and structure assessments for
emergency and disaster response and includes the Surveyor’s Office.

This program performs the following 3 activities:

• Permit Processing – serves as the District’s central application intake and issuance center for building
permits and certificates of occupancy, conducts technical building plan reviews to ensure code
compliance, and approves and issues building permits;

• Surveying - produces and maintains legal records to all land plat and subdivisions of private and District
government property within the District of Columbia. Processes condominium recordation and conducts
wall checks validations; and

• Green Building Program – regulates construction in the District of Columbia that falls under the
regulations of green codes including the Green Building Act, Green Construction Code, and Energy
Conservation Code. The activity operates within the structure of DOB’s permitting and inspection
activities, with work including reviewing construction documents; conducting building inspections; and
collaborating with sister agencies, the building industry, and the community to further the efforts to
build a more sustainable DC.

Inspection – is responsible for inspecting and classifying vacant and blighted properties, conducting rental
housing inspections, and promoting housing rehabilitation through abatement and enforcement activities.

This program contains the following 6 activities:

• Vacant and Blighted Property – registers vacant properties in the District of Columbia, processes
requests for vacant property tax exemptions, inspects vacant and blighted properties to ensure
compliance with vacant property maintenance standards and registration requirements, and provides
occupancy status to the Office of Tax and Revenue (OTR) for tax classification purposes;

• Rental Housing Inspections Program – inspects residential properties and issues citations of housing
code violations;

• Housing Rehabilitation Program - abates property maintenance code violations, manages abatement
contracts, and issues special assessments for unpaid abatement costs;

• Construction Compliance Program - drives policy in support of legislation and code enacted by the
District Council, provides input to and administrative support for the Construction Code Coordinating
Board (CCCB), and coordinates revisions to the District’s building and trade codes to meet current
demands for adequate and safe construction as outlined by the International Code Council family of
model codes;

• Building Inspection Program - manages permit-based construction inspection requests, including
illegal construction inspections, issues appropriate orders and notices to ensure compliance with the
District’s building codes and zoning regulations, and provides emergency building damage assessments
in support of ESF14 requirements for emergency and disaster response in coordination with the
Homeland Security and Emergency Management Agency; and

• Third-Party Inspection Program - authorizes nongovernmental persons or entities with specialized
knowledge and certification to perform regular and special inspections and plan reviews to certify that
work complies with the District of Columbia Construction Codes. Provides oversight of approved
third-party plan review and inspection companies. Drafts and enforces policy manuals for each of those
functions. Inspects and performs oversight of boiler and elevator installations within the District.
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Strategic Code Enforcement– is responsible for code enforcement, civil infractions, and fine assessment.
This program develops and implements enforcement strategies and procedures, monitors violations, enforces
the collection of fines, tracks status of both, and fulfills other duties as needed. The program also provides
alternatives to resolve civil infractions outside of the courtroom, such as settlements when proof of abatement
is provided.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Code Enforcement– develops and implements enforcement strategies and procedures; and
• Civil Infractions and Fine Assessment– processes all civil infractions with the Office of

Administrative Hearings, collects fines, and places property liens on unpaid fines.

Zoning Services – is responsible for administering and determining compliance with the zoning regulations.

Administrative Services (Agency Management) – provides administrative support and the required tools to
achieve operational and programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using
performance-based budgeting.

Agency Financial Operations– provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Division Structure Changes
The Department of Buildings has no division structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed budget.

Table CU0-5
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Table CU0-5

Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.

Table CU0-6

Mayors Proposed Budget
Increase: DOB’s proposed budget includes increases to align salary and Fringe Benefits with projected costs
across multiple divisions. These adjustments include increases of $202,844 and 1.0 Full-time Equivalent
(FTE) in Local funds; and $282,522 in Special Purpose Revenue funds (SPR).

Decrease: DOB’s proposed Local funds budget reflects a reduction of $636,169 across multiple divisions.
These adjustments reflect cost savings in uniforms, telecommunication equipment (cellphones and desk
phones), elimination of the Culture Change contract, copier and scanner leases, postage machine lease,
payment processing services for resident inspection program, and quality assurance/quality control (QA/QC)
inspection services.

The SPR funds budget proposal reflects a decrease of $98,700 across multiple divisions to align the budget
with projected revenues.

The Federal Payments budget proposal reflects a decrease of $2,737,167 and 17.0 FTEs to reflect the
removal of American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) – Federal Municipal funding across multiple divisions.
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Enhance: In Local funds, the budget proposal includes an increase of $2,311,650 across multiple divisions.
This funding will enable the creation of an operating team that will establish aspects of customer service
across all DOB's functions. Of this amount, $1,835,695 will support 17.0 FTEs previously funded through
ARPA – Federal Municipal funds, and $475,955 will be allocated to Contractual Services. Additionally, the
Local funds budget proposes increases of $1,700,000 in the Agency Management division to support the IT
System Modernization project to serve customers with greater clarity and speed; and $450,000 in the
Inspection division to support Nuisance Abatement and Proactive Inspections activities.

Reduce: DOB's proposed Local funds budget reflects a decrease of $220,625 in the Agency Management
division to reflect cost savings in nonpersonnel services, primarily for supplies and materials and equipment
costs. The Local proposal also reflects the elimination of 4.0 vacant positions in the Agency Management
division, which will save an additional $549,146 in personnel services costs.

Table CU0-7

Note: Table CU0-7 displays the impact of the buyer agencies budgets funding the seller agencies FTEs in the FY 2025 budget,
compared to how FTEs were budgeted in FY 2024.




