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(CI0)

Office of Cable Television, Film, Music,
and Entertainment
www.entertainment.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-671-0066

The mission of the Office of Cable Television, Film, Music, and
Entertainment (OCTFME) is to produce and broadcast programming
for the District of Columbia’s public, educational, and government
access (PEG) cable channels; regulate the District of Columbia’s cable
television service providers; provide customer service for cable
subscribers; and support a sustainable, creative economy and labor
market in the District of Columbia.

Summary of Services
OCTFME is responsible for regulating cable television in the District and managing the District’s government
access channels: the District Council Channel (DCC), the District of Columbia Network (DCN), and the
District Knowledge Network (DKN). OCTFME creates content that informs, educates, and entertains viewers
via the District of Columbia’s public, educational, and government (PEG) channels, DC Radio 96.3 HD4 and
other forms of content outlets. The award-winning content provides resourceful information on government
activity, education, current events, history, and arts and entertainment.

OCTFME provides 24-hour informative, open government, public interest programming on DCC, DCN,
and DKN. Programming includes coverage of the activities of Executive Office of the Mayor and the
executive branch; the District of Columbia Council, the Office of the Attorney General, and the State Board
of Education.

OCTFME provides transparent public access to the governmental process and insights into life in the
District. OCTFME is dedicated to providing quality, diverse programming and services that educate,
enlighten, and empower the residents of the District of Columbia.
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interactive, multimedia, and digital media content creators, including media production
permitting, location scouting, production support, production and infrastructure incentives, job
placement assistance, and workforce development programs. OCTFME also administers a media
production incentive program, the DC Film, Television and Entertainment Rebate fund.

OCTFME engages the community to create a greater understanding of the creative economy as a whole,
the media production process, and access to training opportunities required to become marketable creative
economy industry professionals.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:

Table CI0-2

56.8

Table CI0-3
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Table CI0-3

Table CI0-4
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Table CI0-4

Division Description
The Office of Cable Television, Film, Music, and Entertainment operates through the following 5 divisions:

Film – Film, Music and Entertainment – promotes the District in the United States and abroad as a venue for
production activity, and a place to establish and maintain a media production, broadcast, or distribution
enterprise. OCTFME’s outreach efforts generate revenue and promote job creation for the District. This
division also promotes the use of local film and video resources and provides pre-production, production, and
post-production assistance to producers filming in the District. This division also promotes and administers
programming and initiatives in support of the District of Columbia creative economy that includes, but is not
limited to, the music and entertainment industries.
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This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Film Rebate Program – administers the D.C. Film, Television and Entertainment Rebate Fund program
and provides the industry with information on the District’s film and media industry, studio and
production facilities, and first-rate technicians and creative talent; and

• Production Support – provides filmmakers with a range of services designed to save them time,
money, and effort so that they will perceive the District as a “film-friendly” environment.

Programming – provides 24-hour informative programming on DCC, DCN, and DKN. Programs include
gavel-to-gavel coverage of Council hearings, Mayoral press conferences and meetings and activities of
government agencies, and live and recorded coverage of the activities of the Mayor, the public, and the Office
of the State Superintendent of Education. Programming also includes educational resources to support
students, parents, teachers, and community members. The division also provides customer service and
franchise oversight services for District cable subscribers and for the District government to ensure they
receive reliable services that comply with District and federal laws and regulations. This division performs the
regulatory functions of the agency, which include enforcing (and, when appropriate, proposing amendments
to) the provisions of the District Cable Act; negotiating new cable television franchise agreements; renewing
cable franchise agreements with local cable providers; providing general legal counsel to the agency;
managing and resolving regulatory and other disputes between cable operators and the District government
and/or its residents; and enforcing the provisions of District cable franchise agreements and other applicable
laws.

Regulation – This division performs the regulatory functions of the agency, which include enforcing (and,
when appropriate, proposing amendments to) the provisions of the District Cable Act; negotiating new cable
television franchise agreements; renewing cable franchise agreements with local cable providers; providing
general legal counsel to the agency; managing and resolving regulatory and other disputes between cable
operators and the District government and/or its residents; and enforcing the provisions of District cable
franchise agreements and other applicable laws. It also provides cable company oversight services for
District cable subscribers, allowing them to receive cable television services that are in compliance with
District and federal laws and regulations.

This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Consumer Services – The division provides customer service and franchise oversight services for
District cable subscribers and for the District government to ensure they receive reliable services that
comply with District and federal laws and regulations; and

• Franchise Regulation – provides cable company oversight services for District cable subscribers,
allowing them to receive cable television services that are in compliance with District and federal laws
and regulations.

Agency Financial Operations – provides comprehensive and efficient financial management services to, and
on behalf of, District agencies so that the financial integrity of the District of Columbia is maintained. This
program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Division Structure Change
The Office of Cable Television, Film, Music, and Entertainment has no division structure changes in the
FY 2025 proposed budget.
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Table CI0-5

Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.

Table CI0-6

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Increase: OCTFME’s proposed Local funds budget includes an increase of $10,677 across multiple divisions
that will primarily provide office support for the Creative Affairs office.

Shift/Increase: OCTFME’s Local funds proposed budget includes an increase of $1,767,971 and 12.5
Full-Time Equivalents (FTE) across multiple divisions to support projected salary, step, and Fringe Benefits
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Decrease: In Special Purpose Revenue (SPR) funds, the proposed budget reflects a decrease of $2,884,838,
primarily in the Programing division, to align the budget with the projected revenue decline due to a decrease
in cable subscribers.

Enhance: OCTFME’s proposed Local funds budget includes an increase $2,309,720 across multiple
divisions to support the agency's core operational costs. Additionally in Local funds, $252,306 in the Film
division will support the DC Film Rebate fund.

Reduce: OCTFME's Local funds reflects a decrease of $38,801 to align the budget proposal with operational
spending in the Film division.

The proposed SPR funds budget reflects a decrease $2,062 in the Agency Management Program division to
align the budget with projected Telecommunications costs.

Shift: In SPR funds, the proposed budget reflects a reduction of $1,770,203 and 12.4 FTEs across multiple
divisions to reflect a shift to Local funds, due to a reduction in cable subscribers in favor of online streaming
services.

Table CI0-7






