
FY 2025 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan -  Submission to the Council of the District of Columbia Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia
A-127

(CB0)

Office of the Attorney General for the
District of Columbia
www.oag.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-727-3400

The mission of the Office of the Attorney General (OAG) is to enforce
the laws of the District of Columbia, provide legal services to the
District government, and independently and objectively pursue the
public interest.

Summary of Services
The Office of the Attorney General (OAG) is charged with conducting the District’s legal business. OAG
represents the District in virtually all civil and commercial litigation, prosecutes certain criminal offenses, has
sole jurisdiction over juvenile prosecutions, and represents the District in a variety of administrative hearings
and other proceedings. In addition, OAG is responsible for advising the Executive Office of the Mayor, the
Council of the District of Columbia, and various Boards and Commissions, and for determining the legal
sufficiency of proposed legislation, regulations, and commercial transactions. All told, the Attorney General
supervises the legal work of about 320.9 attorneys and an additional 375.9 administrative/professional staff.
As an independent agency with an elected Attorney General, OAG also pursues the public interest.

On November 2, 2010, 76 percent of District voters, acting by referendum, approved a Council-enacted
amendment to the District of Columbia Home Rule Act to make, for the first time, the Attorney General of
the District of Columbia an elected office. The Council also enacted amendments to local District law
designed to establish OAG as an independent agency. Previously, the Attorney General had been appointed
by, and operated under the direction of, the Mayor. The overall purpose of the Attorney General Act and the
attendant changes to the Home Rule Act was to elevate and strengthen the position of Attorney General,
ensure the position’s independence, and significantly enhance the Attorney General’s ability to serve the
interests of the District of Columbia and its residents in an objective and independent fashion.

The 2014 election was the culmination of a grassroots referendum that demanded an Attorney General who
would be directly accountable to residents and bound to pursue the public interest. No longer subordinate to
the Mayor, OAG was elevated, strengthened, and empowered to serve District residents.
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In FY 2025, with appropriate funding, OAG can expand the depth and breadth of the work it performs in four
crucial priority areas:

(1) Promote public safety and positive youth development;
(2) Expand equity and access to justice;
(3) Protect democratic values and statehood; and
(4) Expand institutional excellence.

AG continues to focus on the dual goals of ensuring that it continues to provide high-quality legal
representation to the District of Columbia and District agencies while simultaneously serving the public
interest by addressing the needs of District residents in new and creative ways.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:

Table CB0-2
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The Office of the Attorney General operates through the following 13 divisions:

Child Support Services – authorized under Title IV-D of the Social Security Act, this division is subject to
federally mandated performance requirements.

This division contains the following 5 activities:

• Child Support Services – (CSSP) – serves families by locating absent parents, establishing paternity,
establishing monetary orders, establishing medical support orders, collecting ongoing support, and
enforcing delinquent support orders;
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• Fiscal Services Section – provides expertise to ensure that the terms of child support orders
are enforced; that collections are properly received, attributed, and disbursed to the right case(s); and
that coordination with noncustodial-parent employers and other asset holders is managed effectively so
that sources of monetary and medical support are identified and utilized to help to meet the needs of
each child for whom support has been ordered;

• Legal and Integrated Services Section – maintains responsibility for the litigation aspects of child
support casework, which includes drafting and filing pleadings to establish paternity or to establish or
enforce child support in District of Columbia Superior Court or through intergovernmental processes in
other jurisdictions; undertaking activities to locate parents or their assets; engaging in service of process
efforts to provide proper notice to noncustodial parents concerning matters before the District of
Columbia Superior Court; and representing the District of Columbia and other jurisdictions in DC
Superior Court and other tribunals through all stages of child support establishment and enforcement
proceedings;

• Office of the Division Deputy – Child Support Services– provides the central child-support program
oversight and reporting functions that are typically housed in statewide IV-D offices; leads overall
program planning, communication, enhancement, and similar efforts; provides or collaborates with other
Office of the Attorney General entities on division-wide administrative, technology, Human Resources,
and other support services; and directs managers in all program functions, including the establishment
and enforcement of child support obligations, accounting, staff development, quality assurance, policy
and procedure development, and legislation drafting and review; and

• Shared Services Section – attends to the Division’s interaction with the public at the start of customer
contact and, at a general level, throughout the life of a case; manages both local and intergovernmental
application intake and the associated research, document gathering, and customer engagement related to
case opening determinations; assists unwed parents with the voluntary acknowledgement of paternity;
performs records management and mail services; offers general customer service and outreach; and
supports noncustodial parents with employment readiness and other critical services to encourage
responsible involvement in their children’s live.

Support Services – provides for administrative support in the agency, including providing investigative
support to the litigating divisions of the office.

Legal Representation – provides legal representation services for the District of Columbia, its agencies, and
is employees.

This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Legal Affairs – provides high level guidance and counsel to the AG regarding various critical matters
that have significant impact upon the agency. This section is comprised of Legislative Affairs and
Policy, Litigation Training, and Practice Administration; and

• Public Integrity – enforces District and federal antitrust law and District statutes and common law
relating to nonprofit corporations and charities. The Section investigates and litigates matters involving
harm to competition, including as part of regional and national multi-state groups. The Section also
enforces the District’s Nonprofit Corporation Act and common law to ensure that nonprofits
incorporated in or doing business in the District comply with the law and their charitable purposes.

Civil Litigation Division – provides representation for the District of Columbia, its agencies, and its
employees in civil lawsuits, both jury and non-jury, filed in federal and local courts. Its cases range from
simple slip-and-fall and auto accident claims to extremely serious lawsuits, such as medical malpractice
resulting in quadriplegia and brain damage. This division handles constitutional challenges to government
actions; civil rights actions under 42 U.S.C. § 1983 arising from alleged police misconduct, as well as related
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This division contains the following 3 activities:

• Civil Enforcement Section – provides representation to a wide variety of District government agencies
to enforce permits, licenses, certifications, and other requirements; and seeks recovery to the District for
fraudulent activity, overpayment of benefits, and damage to District property;

• Office of the Division Deputy–Civil Litigation – provides supervision of, and support to, divisional
activities; and

• Equity Section – defends the District government in class actions and other complex matters seeking
temporary, preliminary, and permanent injunctive relief, including constitutional claims, and provides
advice to District agencies on the operation of agency programs.

Commercial Division – provides legal services and advice for numerous core governmental functions,
from the procurement of essential goods and services and acquisition of real estate, through support of
economic development efforts and government property management, to the financing of government
operations through bonds and the collection of taxes.

This division contains the following 5 activities:

• Office of the Division Deputy – Commercial – provides supervision of, and support to, divisional
activities;

• Government Contracts Section – provides legal services, including legal review and advice to the
District agencies and their contracting officials, so that they can enter into legally sufficient contracts,
defends protests and claims regarding solicitations and contracts, and brings affirmative actions on
contract disputes;

• Land Acquisition and Bankruptcy Section – provides land acquisition and bankruptcy legal services
to District agencies for acquisition of property for vital District infrastructure projects and to recover
funds owed to District agencies by individuals and entities in bankruptcy proceedings;

• Land Use Section – represents the public interest in proceedings before the Board of Zoning
Adjustment and the Zoning Commission and provides legal assistance to District agencies with respect
to land use planning, zoning, and historic preservation; and

• Tax and Finance Section – provides tax litigation legal services in defending the District in challenges
to its tax collection efforts and in affirmatively seeking to collect taxes, provides legal services to the
Office of the Chief Financial Officer in preparation and issuance of municipal financing so that the
District can achieve more favorable terms and conditions for its financings and ensure that they are
legally sufficient; and advises the District’s Industrial Revenue Bond Program on issuances of
tax-exempt financings of private projects.

Family Services – protects the District’s most vulnerable citizens – abused and neglected children – by
representing their interests in Family Court proceedings. Family Services also leads the office’s human
trafficking initiatives, an ongoing campaign designed to educate and train the DC community to help identify,
report, and stop human trafficking. In addition, Family Services handles cases involving unaccompanied
refugee minors and cases before the Family Treatment Court and HOPE Court.

Legal Counsel – provides legal research and advice to the Executive Office of the Mayor (EOM), the
Attorney General, agency officials and employees, and the Council of the District of Columbia; reviews and
drafts legislation and regulations for the EOM, subordinate agencies, and the Attorney General.
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This division contains the following 2 activities:



Office of the Attorney General for the District of Columbia FY 2025 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan -  Submission to the Council of the District of Columbia
A-136

Public Safety – protects vulnerable populations, including victims of domestic violence, assists crime
victims, and seeks to make them whole by facilitating restorative justice conferences with victims and
perpetrators, initiates legal action to rehabilitate, and when necessary, prosecute juveniles charged with law
violations, and prosecutes adult misdemeanor criminal offenses and public corruption offenses within the
jurisdiction of the Office of the Attorney General, and initiates involuntary civil commitment for those who
are a danger to themselves or others based on their mental capacity.

This division contains the following 6 activities:

•

•

•

•

•

•

•
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• Restorative Justice Section – The Restorative Justice Facilitators in the Restorative Justice
Program offer division prosecutors an alternative to prosecution option for eligible cases, which entails
bringing together the victim and the offender in facilitated restorative justice conferences to resolve the
conflict, repair the harm caused, and restore the victim. The Restorative Justice Program expanded in FY
2020 to offer restorative justice conferences for certain violent offenses. In addition to the
conference, it incorporates a cognitive behavioral therapy component for the youth involved in these
serious cases.

Division Structure Change
The proposed division structure changes are provided in the Agency Realignment appendix to the proposed
budget, which is located at www.cfo.dc.gov on the Annual Operating Budget and Capital Plan page.
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