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Commission on the Arts and Humanities
www.dcarts.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-724-5613

The mission of the Commission on the Arts and Humanities (CAH) is to provide grants, programs, and
educational activities that encourage diverse artistic expressions and learning opportunities so that all District
of Columbia residents and visitors can experience the rich culture of our city.

Summary of Services
CAH offers a diverse range of grant programs and cultural activities to support practicing artists, arts
organizations, and community groups. In partnership with the community, both nationally and locally, CAH
initiates and supports lifelong cultural experiences that are reflective of the diversity of Washington, D.C.

The agency’s FY 2019 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:

 
FEDERAL RESOURCES
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Program Description
The Commission on the Arts and Humanities operates through the following 5 programs:

Arts Building Communities – provides grants, performances, exhibitions, and other services to individual
artists, arts organizations, and neighborhood and community groups so that they can express, experience, and
access the rich cultural diversity of the District. A particular emphasis is placed on traditionally underserved
populations, including first-time applicants, seniors, young emerging artists, experimental artists, folk and
traditional artists, and artists in East of the River neighborhoods.

D.C. Creates Public Art – provides the placement of high-quality art installations and administrative support
services for the public so that they can benefit from an enhanced visual and cultural environment, with a
particular emphasis on geographically challenged areas of the city. This program places artwork within the
Metro transit system and the numerous murals and sculptures in and around the city’s neighborhoods. The
goals are promoting economic development and building sustainable neighborhoods.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Neighborhood and Public Art – projects are identified through the culmination of intensive public
realm planning processes in partnership with neighborhood advisory groups, Main Street programs,
other District government agencies, and private developers. Large-scale works are permanently
installed in prominent public locations throughout all eight wards of the District. The program is a
citywide benefit because it produces tangible art installations for display in public spaces. The art is
inventoried, maintained, and owned by the District. The program also provides partial financial support
for artists and organizations to produce public art in public space that the artist or arts organization
owns, manages, and maintains; and

• Lincoln Theatre – provides for the maintenance of the Lincoln Theatre and associated projects.

Arts Learning and Outreach – provides grants, educational activities, and outreach services for youth,
young adults, and the general public so that they can gain a deeper appreciation for the arts, and to enhance
the overall quality of their lives. Specific focus is on providing quality arts education and training experiences
to District youth from those in pre-kindergarten through 21 years of age, as well as grants and cultural events
to the general public, so that they can access and participate in educational opportunities in the arts.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Arts Learning for Youth – provides grants, program consulting, and advocacy services to school and
community partners so that they can deliver quality and age-appropriate arts learning opportunities both
in and out of school. The goal is to ensure a quality arts experience for District youth from
pre-kindergarten through 21 years of age; and

• Lifelong Learning – provides grants and cultural events to the public so that they can access and
participate in educational opportunities in the arts. The goal is long-term development of interest and
education in the arts to the broader community.

Administration – provides technical assistance and legislative services to the Commission so that it can
provide funding opportunities to District artists and arts organizations.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The Commission on the Arts and Humanities has no program structure changes in the FY 2019 proposed
budget.
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FY 2019 Proposed Budget Changes
The Commission on the Arts and Humanities' (CAH) proposed FY 2019 gross budget is $31,367,000, which 
represents a 5.1 percent increase over its FY 2018 approved gross budget of $29,856,638. The budget is 
comprised of $2,861,767 in Local funds, $28,138,233 in Dedicated Taxes funds, $199,000 in Special Purpose 
Revenue funds, and $168,000 in Intra-District funds.

Recurring Budget
The FY 2019 budget for CAH includes a reduction of $14,360,000 to account for the removal of one-time
funding appropriated in FY 2018. This amount includes $11,800,000 to support the agency's ability to issue
more grants to District arts organizations; $2,240,000 to support funding for arts learning and outreach
activities; $300,000 to support the funding to build a statue of former Mayor Marion Barry; and $20,000 to
support funding for the administration of grant issuance.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Cost-of-Living Adjustment: CAH's budget proposal includes a cost-of-living adjustment (COLA) of
$74,120 in Local funds.

Agency Request – Increase: CAH's proposed budget includes an increase of $585,302 and 6.0 Full-Time
Equivalents (FTEs) across multiple programs. This increase supports salary, Fringe Benefits, and other
personal services adjustments within the agency. CAH also reallocated several FTEs across multiple activities
to better serve the needs of the agency.

In the proposed budget submission for Special Purpose Revenue funds, an increase of $66,000 to the Arts
Learning and Outreach program is the result of a projected increase in revenue from the Lincoln Theatre and
associated ticket sales.

Agency Request – Decrease: The proposed budget for CAH reflects a Local funds decrease of $585,302 in
nonpersonal services, which offsets the proposed increase in personal services costs.

In Federal Grants funds, the agency's budget is reduced by $720,000 and 7.0 FTEs to reflect the end of a
grant award.

Mayor’s Policy – Enhance: The proposed budget includes one-time Local funds enhancements of
$14,300,000 in the Arts Building Communities program. Of this amount, $10,000,000 will be used to support
capital projects for artistic entities, including renovations and repairs; $4,000,000 will support a grants
program under the Arts Building Communities program to support arts organizations in putting on
performances, exhibitions, installations, and festivals; and $300,000 will be used to create a statue of a
historic individual.

Mayor’s Policy – Reduce: CAH's proposed budget includes a net reduction of $284,475 in Local funds
across nonpersonal services in the DC Creates Public Arts program due to agency savings.

District’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: CAH’s Local funds budget proposal reflects an increase of $2,861,767 in one-time funding to
support the agency’s issuance of grants for performance art, art exhibitions, and art festivals.

Enhance/Shift: In Dedicated Taxes funds, CAH's budget proposal includes an increase of $28,138,233 and
27.0 FTEs. This shift reflects the dedication to CAH of 5 percent of the total revenue collected from the tax
imposed on sales of tangible personal property and services.

Reduce/Shift: CAH’s Local funds budget proposal reflects a reduction in funding of $30,565,082 and 27.0
FTEs, of which $28,138,233 and 27.0 FTEs are shifted to Dedicated Taxes funding.
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Agency Performance Plan*
The Commission on Arts and Humanities (DCCAH) has the following strategic objectives for FY 2019:
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Performance Plan Endnotes:
*For more information about the structure and components of FY 2019 draft performance plans, please see the FY 2019 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan, Volume 1,
Appendix E.
**We've revisited a project to standardize District wide measures for the Objective “Create and maintain a highly efficient, transparent and responsive District government”.
New measures will be tracked in FY 2018 and FY 2019 and published starting in the FY 2019 Performance Plan.
***Key Performance Indicators that are new may not have historical data and may only have FY 2019 targets.


