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D.C. Commission on the Arts and
Humanities
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Telephone: 202-724-5613

The mission of the D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities
(DCCAH) is to provide grants, programs, and educational activities
that encourage diverse artistic expressions and learning
opportunities so that all District of Columbia residents and visitors
can experience the rich culture of our city.

Summary of Services
DCCAH offers a diverse range of grant programs and cultural activities to support practicing artists, arts
organizations, and community groups. In partnership with the community, both nationally and locally,
DCCAH initiates and supports lifelong cultural experiences that are reflective of the diversity of
Washington, D.C.

The agency’s FY 2018 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description
The D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities operates through the following 5 programs:

Arts Building Communities – provides grants, performances, exhibitions, and other services to
individual artists, arts organizations, and neighborhood and community groups so that they can express,
experience, and access the rich cultural diversity of the District. A particular emphasis is placed on
traditionally underserved populations, including first-time applicants, seniors, young emerging artists,
experimental artists, folk and traditional artists, and artists in East of the River neighborhoods.

D.C. Creates Public Art – provides the placement of high-quality art installations and administrative
support services for the public so that they can benefit from an enhanced visual and cultural environment,
with a particular emphasis on geographically challenged areas of the city. This program places artwork
within the Metro transit system and the numerous murals and sculptures in and around the city’s
neighborhoods. The goals are promoting economic development and building sustainable neighborhoods.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Neighborhood and Public Art – projects are identified through the culmination of intensive public
realm planning processes in partnership with neighborhood advisory groups, Main Street programs,
other District government agencies, and private developers. Large-scale works are permanently
installed in prominent public locations throughout all eight wards of the District. The program is a
citywide benefit because it produces tangible art installations for display in public spaces. The art is
inventoried, maintained, and owned by the District. The program also provides partial financial
support for artists and organizations to produce public art in public space that the artist or arts
organization owns, manages, and maintains; and

• Lincoln Theatre – provides for the maintenance of the Lincoln Theatre and associated projects.



Arts Learning and Outreach – provides grants, educational activities, and outreach services for youth,
young adults, and the general public so that they can gain a deeper appreciation for the arts, and to
enhance the overall quality of their lives. Specific focus is on providing quality arts education and training
experiences to District youth from those in pre-kindergarten through 21 years of age, as well as grants and
cultural events to the general public, so that they can access and participate in educational opportunities in
the arts.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Arts Learning for Youth – provides grants, program consulting, and advocacy services to school
and community partners so that they can deliver quality and age-appropriate arts learning
opportunities both in and out of school. The goal is to ensure a quality arts experience for District
youth from pre-kindergarten through 21 years of age; and

• Lifelong Learning – provides grants and cultural events to the public so that they can access and
participate in educational opportunities in the arts. The goal is long-term development of interest and 
education in the arts to the broader community.

Administration – provides technical assistance and legislative services to the Commission so that it can 
provide funding opportunities to District artists and arts organizations.

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational 
and programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Program Structure Change
The D.C. Commission on Arts and Humanities has no program structure changes in the FY 2018
proposed budget.
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FY 2018 Proposed Budget Changes
The D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities’ (DCCAH) proposed FY 2018 gross budget is
$29,856,638, which represents a 35.0 percent increase over its FY 2017 approved gross budget of
$22,115,123. The budget is comprised of $28,835,438 in Local funds, $720,200 in Federal Grant funds,
$133,000 in Special Purpose Revenue funds, and $168,000 in Intra-District funds.

Current Services Funding Level
The Current Services Funding Level (CSFL) is a Local funds ONLY representation of the true cost of
operating District agencies, before consideration of policy decisions. The CSFL reflects changes from the
FY 2017 approved budget across multiple programs, and it estimates how much it would cost an agency
to continue its current programs and operations into the following fiscal year. The FY 2018 CSFL
adjustments to the FY 2017 Local funds budget are described in table 5 of this agency's budget chapter.
Please see the CSFL Development section within Volume 1: Executive Summary for more information
regarding the methodology used and components that comprise the CSFL.

DCCAH’s FY 2018 CSFL budget is $14,525,438, which represents a $6,529,785, or 31.0 percent, 
decrease from the FY 2017 approved Local funds budget of $21,055,223.



CSFL Assumptions
The FY 2018 CSFL calculated for DCCAH included adjustment entries that are not described in detail on
table 5. These adjustments include a decrease of $2,657 in personal services to account for Fringe Benefit
costs based on trend and comparative analyses, and an increase of $53,531 in nonpersonal services based
on the Consumer Price Index factor of 2.5 percent. CSFL funding for DCCAH also include a reduction of
$6,580,687 to account for the removal of one-time funding appropriated in FY 2017 for training and
employee development, increasing arts learning for youth, supporting legislative initiatives and grants
management, and facility upgrades at a non-profit musical theatre in the downtown business area.
Additionally, an increase of $28 for the Fixed Costs Inflation Factor accounts for an adjustment to reflect
Fixed Costs estimates for Fleet services.

Agency Budget Submission
Increase: DCCAH proposes to increase its Local funds nonpersonal services budget by $168,778, which
consists of $164,732 in contractual services to support DCCAH's sponsorship and marketing activities
and $4,046 to procure additional office supplies for operational needs. The budget in Local funds also
increased by $11,316 in personal services due to the reclassification of 8.3 FTEs from Term Full-Time to
Continuing Full-Time positions, as well as projected salary step increases.

In Federal Grant funds, an increase of $28,300 aligns the budget with projected grant awards from the
Arts in Underserved Communities and Arts Education grants. This adjustment supports DCCAH’s
operations across multiple programs.

Decrease: The budget in Local funds is proposed for a decrease of $47,923, due to DCCAH’s plan to
move certain contracted professional services in-house, thereby eliminating the associated contractor
service fees. The proposed Local funds budget also decreased by $182,171 across multiple programs.

In Special Purpose Revenue Funds, the proposed budget is reduced by $67,000 in the Arts Learning 
and Outreach program to align funding with projected revenue.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: The D.C. Commission on the Arts and Humanities’ budget proposal reflects a
one-time increase of $4,000,000 in the Arts Building Communities program to support the program's
ability to issue more arts grants to District Arts Organizations. In addition, the budget proposal increased
by $1,000,000 in the Arts Learning and Outreach program to provide continued support of the arts field
trips program for District students. The DC Creates Public Art program has a one-time proposed budget
increase of $300,000 to support building a statue of former District Mayor Marion Barry.

District’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: DCCAH’s budget proposal in Local funds reflects a net increase of $9,060,000 in one-time
funding. Pursuant to Section 7132 of the FY 2018 Budget Support Act of 2017, the increase, in the Arts
Building Communities and Arts Learning and Outreach programs is comprised of $4,950,000 to support
an existing multi-stage theater organization in the Uptown Arts – Mixed Use Overlay District, as defined
in Section 120.1 of Title 11-W of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (11-W DCMR §
120.1), seeking a matching grant to upgrade or renovate its existing facilities, including for the purpose of
increasing public access to the facility; $1,900,000 to assist with capital improvements, such as replacing
aging elevators and heating, ventilation, and air conditioning, at a theater in the Central Business District,
as defined in Section 9901 of Title 18 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations (18 DCMR §
9901), that offers Broadway-style musicals; $700,000 to support the establishment of a children’s
museum in the Central Business District, as defined in Section 9901 of Title 18 of the District of
Columbia Municipal Regulations (18 DCMR § 9901); $490,000 to support additional grants in the Arts
Learning and Outreach program; $250,000 to provide support for infrastructure improvements, such as
planting, planning, and outreach events, concerning the National Mall and its grounds, to a nonprofit
organization dedicated to improving, preserving, and restoring the National Mall; $250,000 to provide a
literary-enrichment program for District of Columbia Public Schools and District of Columbia public



charter schools, which includes the provision of copies of literature and curricular materials and author
visits for literary discussion with students; $200,000 to provide support to a nonprofit, tax-exempt
organization dedicated to preserving burial grounds located in Georgetown, as well as the history of
African-American cemeteries, for the purpose of markings and boundaries for such cemeteries and burial
grounds and to make visible and definite the locations of graves and the identity of those buried in the
graves; $200,000 to provide orchestral performances with supporting community engagement events,
such as education events and symposia, in venues within the District, along with full-orchestra
performances in the Kennedy Center; and $100,000 to support an existing theater and museum
organization in the Central Business District, as defined in Section 9901 of Title 18 of the District of
Columbia Municipal Regulations (18 DCMR § 9901), that is operated through a public-private
partnership and explores the American experience through the intersection of history, performance, and
education. In addition, $20,000 was added to the Administration program to support the agency’s
oversight of the issuance of additional grants.



Agency Performance Plan*
Commission on Arts and Humanities (DCCAH) has the following strategic objectives for FY 2018:









Performance Plan Endnotes

*For more information about the structure and components of FY 2018 draft performance plans, please see the FY 2018 Proposed Budget and Financial Plan,
Volume 1, Appendix E.

**"Create and maintain a highly efficient, transparent and responsive District government" is a new Strategic Objective required for all agencies.

***Key Performance Indicators that are new may not have historical data and may only have FY 2018 targets.


