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Office of Planning
www.planning.dc.gov
Telephone: 202-442-7600

The Office of Planning (OP) is tasked with planning for the long-term
growth of the District of Columbia to help ensure it reflects our values
of an inclusive and vibrant city, where all District residents can thrive,
regardless of income, race, age, or background. OP guides
development in the District of Columbia’s distinctive neighborhoods
by engaging stakeholders and residents, performing research and
analysis, serving as the steward of our historic resources, and
publishing various planning documents, including the Comprehensive
Plan.

Summary of Services
OP performs planning for neighborhoods, corridors, districts, historic preservation, public facilities, parks and
open spaces, and individual sites. In addition, OP engages in urban design, land use, and historic preservation
reviews. OP also conducts historic resources research and community visioning, manages and analyzes maps,
and disseminates spatial and U.S. Census data.

The agency’s FY 2025 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Table BD0-2

77.5

Table BD0-3
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Table BD0-3

Table BD0-4
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Table BD0-4

Division Description
The Office of Planning operates through the following 4 divisions:

Citywide Strategy Analysis – leads cross-system research, data, and spatial analysis to develop policies and
plans that support the Comprehensive Plan.

This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Citywide Systems – supports the Comprehensive Plan and other citywide initiatives, with a focus on
inter-agency partnerships, data analytics and sharing, systems planning, emerging trends and policy
development; and

• Data Analysis and Visualization– serves as the clearinghouse for all Federal Census data. It provides a
variety of demographic, social, economic, and housing data for the District by ward, census
tract, block-group, and block to District agencies, residents, and other stakeholders.

Community Planning and Design – is responsible for place-based, context-sensitive land use planning and
design of our unique DC neighborhoods. Its primary goal is to enrich the quality of life for the people of DC
through the improvement of the built environment.
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This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Neighborhood Planning – geographically-based neighborhood planners that support the District's
growth through the development of plans, studies, and other tools to guide mid to long-range
development in areas throughout the city. This team serves as the agency’s “organizational hub” for
community engagement, which seeks meaningful and innovative stakeholder participation in planning
projects; and

• Urban Design – advances quality design and sustainability in the District, by supporting improved
stewardship of public space, elevating innovative building design, and shaping great neighborhoods.
Efforts of this team are supported by community engagement, thereby strengthening the District as an
inclusive, equitable and resilient city.

Development Review Historic Preservation – analyzes reports and recommends cases to align with the
District's Comprehensive Plan.

This division contains the following 2 activities:

• Development Review – provides analyses, reports, and recommendations on all cases before the Zoning
Commission (ZC) and the Board of Zoning Adjustment (BZA), to ensure that new discretionary
development furthers the District’s Comprehensive Plan, addresses neighborhood character, and is
consistent with the intent of the zoning regulations; and

• Historic Preservation – responsible for administering the city’s preservation program through its team
of preservation and design specialists, architects, planners, building inspectors and an archaeologist. As
the State Historic Preservation Office for the District of Columbia, (HPO) is responsible for
administering national historic preservation programs within the District and carries out federal duties
including historic preservation planning, survey and identification of historic properties, public
education, preservation review of government projects, and promotion of rehabilitation tax credits.

Agency Management – provides administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational and
programmatic results. This division is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

Division Structure Change
The Office of Planning has no division structure changes in the FY 2025 proposed budget.

Table BD0-5
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Table BD0-5

Note: For more detailed information regarding the proposed funding for interagency projects funded within this agency, please see
Appendix J, FY 2025 Interagency Budgets, in the Executive Summary budget volume.

Table BD0-6

Mayor's Proposed Budget
Increase: OP’s Local funds budget proposal includes an increase of $401,125 across multiple divisions to
support contractual services. Additionally, an increase of $177,806 across multiple divisions will support
projected salary, step, and Fringe Benefits costs.

In Federal Grant funds, the budget proposal includes an increase of $26,000 within the Development
Review Historic Preservation division to align the budget with projected grant awards.

Enhance: OP’s Local funds budget proposal includes a one-time increase of $2,636,000 in the Community
Planning and Design division. This amount includes $2,576,000 to support the Streets for People Program;
and $60,000 to support grant funding for the Commemorative Works Technical Assistance Program.
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Additionally, the Local funds budget proposal includes an increase of $126,143 and 1.0 Full-Time Equivalent
(FTE) in the Development Review and Historic Preservation division to support a Development Review
Specialist position.

Reduce: OP's Local funds budget proposal reflects a reduction of $76,946 within the Agency Management
division to realize programmatic cost savings, primarily in supplies and equipment costs.

Additionally, a proposed decrease of $359,638 accounts for savings from the removal of 3.0 FTE vacant
positions.






