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From 2000 to 2010, 80% of the growth in owner-occupied housing occurred in 
the central parts of the District  
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Showing a 29,662 (5.2%) growth in DC population from 10 years earlier, the 2010 Census reflects an evolving 
socioeconomic landscape that has given rise to new patterns of income distribution, commercial activity, and 
real estate development. The changes that occurred have not been evenly distributed across the city, as this 
analysis of owner-occupied housing patterns demonstrates.  

According to the Census, there were 101,206 owner-occupied housing units in 2000, and 112,055 in 2010 for a 
net increase of 10,849. A majority of the net increase in owner-occupied housing units were condos.  

The accompanying map shows the distribution of the net increase in 
owner-occupied housing by neighborhood groups. The map divides the 
District into 14 neighborhood areas: 6 centrally located ones (the 
“Core’) and 8 others which have borders with Maryland.  

The greatest increase in the number of owner-occupied units occurred 
in two centrally located neighborhoods: Neighborhood # 5 (U 
Street/Columbia Heights/Mt. Pleasant) which gained 2,970 units, and 
Neighborhood #10 (Chinatown/Mt. Vernon/Shaw) which gained 2,060 
units. These two areas accounted for 46.4% (27.4% and 19.0%, respec-
tively) of the total change in DC owner-occupied units. 

To get a broader sense of the spatial shifts over time, we aggregated 
the 14 neighborhoods into three broad categories: the Core, Upper NW, 
and Rest of Non-Core.  Of the 10,849 net increase in owner-occupied 
housing that occurred from 2000 to 2010, 8,726—80.4%—occurred in 
the Core  area. By contrast, upper Northwest experienced a gain of 576 

units (5.3% of the total ) and the rest of the non-Core area gained 1,547 units (14.3% of the total). The percent-
age gain in homeownership in the Core —28.2%—also out-paced the other two areas (2.4% in upper NW and 
3.4% in the rest of the non-core area). However, in 2010 the ownership percentage in the Core area (33.3%) 
was still below the other areas (49.0% in upper NW and  37.4% in the other non-core area).  (cont. on p. 2) 
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This briefing document was prepared by Marvin Ward, DC Office of Revenue Analysis.   

This brief  first appeared in the May 2013 DC Economic and Revenue Trends. District of Columbia briefing documents are prepared by the 
Office of Revenue Analysis, which is part of the Office of the Chief Financial Officer of the District of Columbia government. The pur‐
pose of these documents is to make information available that is not of a policy nature. See also District of Columbia Economic and 
Revenue Trends and Economic Indicators issued monthly by the D.C. Office of the Chief Financial Officer (www.cfo.dc.gov/Economy 
and Revenue).  

For comment or further information, please contact Fitzroy Lee, Deputy Chief Financial Officer and Chief Economist, Office of Reve‐
nue Analysis, 1101 4th St., SW, Suite W770, Washington D.C.  20024, fitzroy. lee@dc.gov, 202‐727‐7775 
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            Owner-occupied housing, continued from p.1 

The tables below provide more details on each of the 14 neighborhood areas and the 3 summary areas.  Neighbor-
hoods within a summary areas are by no means all alike. Some highlights:  

 Five of the six neighborhoods that experienced a net increase of more than 900 owner-occupied units were in the 
Core.  The exception was Anacostia/Congress Heights/Bellevue, which added 977 owner-occupied units. 

 With one exception, the neighborhoods that added more than 900 owner-occupied units still had owner-occupied 
rates below the city average in 2010. The exception was Capitol Hill.  

 Except for Dupont/Adams Morgan, the owner-occupied rate rose in each Core area neighborhoods. The owner-
occupied rate fell in all non-core neighborhoods except for Tenleytown and Anacostia/Congress Heights/Bellevue.   

In the period since the 2010 Census the composition and distribution of owner-occupied housing in DC has continued 
to change due to the impact of foreclosures and additions to the housing stock.  

        —Marvin Ward, DC Office of Revenue Analysis 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shifts in DC Housing: Owner-Occupied and Total Units (2000-2010) 

Shifts in homeownership rate and percent change in owner-occupied units (2000-2010) 

Source for tables: US Bureau 
of the Census.  Numbers differ 
slightly from  published  sum-
maries. 


