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Criminal Code Reform Commission

Note: The Criminal Code Reform Commission is a newly established District of Columbia agency created by D.C. Council
legislation under D.C. Official Code 16-0172.

The mission of the Criminal Code Reform Commission (CCRC) is
to develop comprehensive recommendations to reform the District’s
criminal offenses and to enable the adoption of Title 22 as an
enacted title of the D.C. Code.

Summary of Services
The Commission is an independent agency that provides recommendations on legislative changes to
criminal statutes to the Council and Mayor. Pursuant to legislation, the CCRC is a temporary agency. As
such, the agency’s funding, functions, and responsibilities will cease at the end of FY 2018 and the
agency will be abolished.

The agency’s FY 2017 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:
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Program Description

Agency Management – provides for administrative support and the required tools to achieve operational
and programmatic results. This program is standard for all agencies using performance-based budgeting.

The enabling legislation for the CCRC states that its responsibilities, duties, and funding will exist for two
years - FY 2017 and FY 2018 - and will be abolished the following fiscal year.

ollowing represents the
proposed programmatic functions and potential structure of CCRC, once the agency is fully established:

Criminal Code Reform Recommendations – conducts research into criminal code reforms in other
jurisdictions, model legislations, and best practices recommended by criminal code experts; prepares
comprehensive recommendations to improve the organization, language, and proportionality of the
District’s criminal statutes; and consults with the Advisory Group in the development of recommended
changes to the criminal code.

This program contains the following 5 activities:

• Prepares Recommendations to Reform the Criminal Code – drafts recommendations to the
Council and Mayor that include draft legislation or specific steps for implementing the legislation,



include relevant statistics on District offenses, and explain how and why the Commission’s
recommendations change existing District law. The reform recommendations will address the
organization, language, and penalties of District criminal offenses;

• Consults with an Advisory Group – provides draft recommendations to the Advisory Group for
comment, conducts meetings of the Advisory Group, and proposes all final recommendations based
on comments received. Advisory Committee members represent a range of perspectives and
expertise on criminal code reform for the District;

• Criminal Law Monitoring – reviews criminal code reform developments in other jurisdictions and
by criminal law experts and groups. Information gathered from monitoring is used in preparing
District criminal code reform recommendations;

• Provides Legal Analysis Upon Council Request – produces requested analyses of proposed
District legislation concerning criminal offenses. These analyses shall include information on
existing District law, the laws of other jurisdictions, and model legislation to guide decision making;
and

• Issues Council-Mandated Quarterly and Annual Reports – issues quarterly reports to the
Council on agency activities and an annual report that includes recommendations for reforms
developed by the Commission, Advisory Group comments, issues affecting the status of prior or
future development of recommendations, and an updated work plan. Reporting facilitates Council
oversight and feedback on agency progress.

Program Structure Change
The Criminal Code Reform Commission is a new agency in the FY 2017 proposed budget.
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FY 2017 Proposed Budget Changes
The Criminal Code Revision Commission’s (CCRC) proposed FY 2017 gross budget is $700,905. This
budget is newly established in FY 2017. The budget is comprised entirely of Local funds.

District’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: The Criminal Code Revision Commission’s proposed Local funds budget is $700,905. This
amount includes $684,405 for projected salaries, step increases, and Fringe Benefits costs for 5.0
Full-Time Equivalent (FTE) positions and $16,500 in nonpersonal services to support projected costs for
supplies and materials. This agency was established pursuant to the Criminal Code Reform Commission
Amendment Act of 2015.
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