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The mission of the Housing Authority Subsidy is to provide
additional funding to the District of Columbia Housing Authority
(DCHA) to subsidize its operations and to fund ongoing rental
assistance for low-income households.

Summary of Services
The Housing Authority Subsidy provides rental assistance support for District of Columbia households,
supports the Local Rent Supplement Program (LRSP), and supports DCHA’s Public Safety program.

The agency’s FY 2017 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:

  
 





Program Description
The Housing Authority Subsidy operates through the following 3 programs:

Rental Assistance Support – provides continued rental assistance to low-income District of Columbia
households that are currently housed.

Local Rent Supplement – provides rental assistance for extremely low-income families and individuals
through a housing program similar to the Federal Housing Choice Voucher program. The housing subsidy
is provided through tenant-based, project-based, and sponsor-based assistance.

This program contains the following 2 activities:

• Tenant-Based Vouchers – are provided directly to families or individuals, who can use the voucher
for any rental unit under the Fair Market Rent in the District. The voucher stays with the family,
even if they decide to move to another rental unit in the District;

• Project and Sponsor-Based Vouchers – project-based vouchers are provided to for-profit or
non-profit developers for specific units that they make available to low-income families. Unlike
tenant-based vouchers, these vouchers are not portable and stay with the unit. The units must be
made affordable over the life of the project. Although it is not required, many project-based
vouchers are awarded to developments that also provide supportive services, such as counseling, to
the low-income residents. Sponsor-based vouchers are awarded to a landlord or non-profit group for
affordable units they make available to low-income families. Unlike project-based vouchers, these
vouchers are portable and can be moved to another unit run by the non-profit or landlord.
Sponsor-based vouchers are awarded only to groups that agree to provide supportive services to
residents housed in the affordable units.

Public Safety – provides funding that supports DCHA’s Public Safety force, which complements local 
law enforcement efforts by focusing on crime prevention and law enforcement in and around DCHA’s 
public housing communities.

Program Structure Change
The proposed program structure changes are provided in the Agency Realignment appendix to the 
proposed budget, which is located at www.cfo.dc.gov on the Annual Operating Budget and Capital 
Plan page.



FY 2017 Proposed Budget Changes
The Housing Authority Subsidy’s proposed FY 2017 gross budget is $69,947,560, which represents a
17.7 percent increase over its FY 2016 approved gross budget of $59,425,283. The budget is comprised
entirely of Local funds.

Agency Budget Submission
No Change: The Housing Authority Subsidy budget proposal reflects no change from the CSFL to the
agency budget submission.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
No Change: The Housing Authority Subsidy’s budget proposal reflects no change from the agency
budget submission to the Mayor’s proposed budget.

District’s Proposed Budget
Enhance: The Housing Authority Subsidy’s proposed budget increased by $10,322,277 in the Local
Rent Supplement program. The enhancement is comprised of $4,299,122 to provide permanent housing
and supportive services to chronically homeless individuals and families; $3,900,000 to support
affordable housing initiatives for families; $1,700,000 to provide affordable housing opportunities for
singles; and $423,155 to provide support for elderly returning citizens living in the District. The proposed
budget also includes an increase of $200,000 to support public safety officers.




