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The mission of the District of Columbia Public Charter Schools
(DCPCS) is to provide an alternative free education for students
who reside in the District of Columbia.
The District of Columbia Public Charter School Board is authorized to grant charters. Each charter school
is a private, non-profit corporation. This agency includes the District of Columbia appropriations to the
DCPCS system. Payments from this agency to individual charter schools are made quarterly on the basis
of enrollment as set forth in the District of Columbia Official Code, Section 38-2906.02.

The agency’s FY 2017 proposed budget is presented in the following tables:

  
 

                  
                  on 

the Office of the Chief Financial Officer’s website.
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Program Description
The District of Columbia Public Charter Schools operates through the following program:

DC Charter Schools – Under the provisions of law set forth in Division VI, Title 38, Subtitle IV, 
Chapter 17 of the District of Columbia Official Code, public charter schools are private, non-profit 
corporations that operate under the terms and conditions set forth in their charters and as approved by the 
District of Columbia Public Charter School Board, the chartering authority. The public charter schools are 
autonomous, nonsectarian institutions that cannot charge tuition to District resident students. 
Additionally, public charter schools cannot impose discriminatory admission policies or tests on District 
resident students. Public charter schools receive the same level of District funding for their enrolled 
students as students enrolled in the District of Columbia Public Schools, pursuant to the District’s 
Uniform Per Student Funding Formula (UPSFF) (refer to District of Columbia Official Code Section 
38-29). Public charter schools also receive a facilities allowance to maintain and operate their buildings. 
In addition to District government funding, public charter schools are eligible to receive federal and 
private grants and may engage in private fund-raising.

The District of Columbia public charter schools operate under these goals:

• Public charter schools will abide by the provisions set forth in their individual charters;
• Individual public charter schools will comply with all reporting requirements set forth by the

chartering authority;
• Public charter schools will provide students with exposure to career pathways and focus on

particular areas of study to further enhance students’ academic experiences;
• Public charter schools will meet all academic performance goals set forth in their individual charter

agreements; and
• The chartering authority will monitor and evaluate performance of public charter schools based on

the provisions set forth in each school’s charter.

Program Structure Change
The District of Columbia Public Charter Schools has no program structure changes in the FY 2017
proposed budget.



FY 2017 Proposed Budget Changes
The D.C. Public Charter Schools’ (DCPCS) proposed FY 2017 gross budget is $723,717,252, which 
represents a 6.8 percent increase over its FY 2016 approved gross budget of $677,743,501. The budget is 
comprised entirely of Local funds.

Current Services Funding Level
The Current Services Funding Level (CSFL) is a Local funds ONLY representation of the true cost of
operating District agencies, before consideration of policy decisions. The CSFL reflects changes from the
FY 2016 approved budget across multiple programs, and it estimates how much it would cost an agency
to continue its current programs and operations into the following fiscal year. The FY 2017 CSFL
adjustments to the FY 2016 Local funds budget are described in table 5 of this agency's budget chapter.
Please see the CSFL Development section within Volume 1: Executive Summary for more information
regarding the methodology used and components that comprise the CSFL.

DCPCS’ FY 2017 CSFL budget is $691,292,861, which represents a $13,549,360, or 2.0 percent,
increase over the FY 2016 approved Local funds budget of $677,743,501.

CSFL Assumptions
CSFL funding for DCPCS reflects an increase of $13,549,360 for the Student Funding Formula Inflation
Factor to account for an inflation factor of 2.0 percent, which was applied to the UPSFF.

Agency Budget Submission
DCPCS continues to provide a quality alternative for education that provides both traditional and
innovative approaches to learning for District residents. DCPCS currently has 61 public charter schools
operating in the District. In FY 2017, DCPCS will be opening four additional schools. DCPCS proposes
the following budget adjustments:

Increase: DCPCS’ budget proposal includes an increase of $32,411,435 to support a projected increase
to student enrollment and four additional charter schools. The budget proposal also includes an additional
$12,956 to support an existing FTE, which will cover increases to salary and Fringe Benefit costs.

DCPCS’ projected FY 2017 student enrollment is 40,953 students, which represents a 5.1 percent, or
1,991 student, increase over the FY 2016 proposed enrollment of 38,962 students.

Mayor’s Proposed Budget
No Change: The District of Columbia Public Charter Schools’ budget proposal reflects no change from
the agency budget submission to the Mayor’s proposed budget.

Protected Programs: The District’s public schools receive Local funding through the UPSFF. This
system of funding was established by the District of Columbia School Reform Act of 1995 and was
designed to ensure that all public schools across the District receive the same level of funding on a
per-student basis, regardless of what neighborhood the school is in or where students live. This formula
was estimated to be derived from a market basket of goods and services determined by analysis that uses
local, regional, and national education funding research and practices to develop a foundation. The
percentage allocation of the market basket dollars has not changed in FY 2017. The UPSFF is intended to
cover all local education agency operational costs for District public schools, including school-based
instruction, student classroom support, utilities, administration, custodial services, and instructional
support, such as curriculum and testing. The UPSFF is based on a foundation amount, which is then
enhanced according to different weights for higher-cost grade levels and supplemental funding weights
for students with special needs. The average cost per student, based on the proposed enrollment of 40,953
and a proposed gross budget of $723,717,252 is $17,672.
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Additional Resources Available to Charters: The FY 2017 budget continues to support several existing
financial programs that meet the unique facility needs of the public charter school community. The Office
of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) manages four programs designed to provide financial
support for charter schools’ facilities costs:

• Credit Enhancement Fund: The Credit Enhancement fund provides support for public charter
schools in the form of loan guarantees, collateral, lease guarantees, debt service reserves, and other
financing assistance;

• Direct Loan Fund: The Direct Loan fund provides loans to public charter schools for acquisitions,
construction, renovation, tenant improvement, and maintenance of public charter schools facilities;

• Facility Grants (Including City Build): The City Build program is a joint education and
neighborhood development initiative that promotes community revitalization with a particular
emphasis on strengthening public education through public charter schools. The aim of City Build
stretches beyond excellence in academics. It also focuses on encouraging the creation of
partnerships between public charter schools and community organizations. There are also grants for
renovation and modernization of public and special facilities; and

• Incubator Facilities: OSSE entered into a partnership with Building Hope to develop incubator
facilities in the District of Columbia. The Incubator Initiative is funded from the Credit
Enhancement Grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Education.
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